Far North:

-------------------- Cape Reinga Track: Distance 20 kms Northern Start:  SH 1 road end, Cape Reinga / Southern End:  Te Paki Stream mouth, Ninety Mile Beach / Time 8 hours/  Tramping Standard Tramping track / Few water sources Description: (North to South) From Cape Reinga, the track heads towards the West Coast, leading you down past steep cliffs and over rocks to the long, sweeping Te Werahi Beach.  Note: You are best to set off at a lowish tide to make the rock scrambling and stream crossing safer & easier. Carry enough water for your first day. Beyond this beach, you will experience gorgeous peach-coloured dunes, unusual dune grasses, and views of Cape Maria Van Diemen and Motuopao Island. You follow orange marker posts over Herangi Hill, pass the turnoff to Cape Maria Van Diemen and along cliff tops of flax and manuka scrublands, before dropping down to Twilight Beach. Exit the south end of Twilight Beach on the 4WD track next to the orange marker. The track climbs up and over Scotts Point then drops down to Ninety Mile beach, crossing a swamp via a boardwalk and down a steep set of steps. (While passing over Scott Pt, you will need to watch carefully for a quad motorbike track which veers right off the main 4WD track. The marker may be very difficult to see.  Note: If you come to a farm gate and a paddock, you will need to double back about 10 minutes, as you have gone the wrong way).  Follow Ninety Mile Beach south for approximately an hour until you come to Te Paki Stream mouth. This is a popular vehicle entrance/exit to the beach so be prepared for cars and tourist buses. (From the stream mouth, it is 1 hour upstream to the road should you wish to exit the beach here). Amenities (On Route) Basic camp site Twilight Beach - 2 self-sufficient camping sites. One at the very northern end, among the rushes with a small stream for water (if not dried up). At the south end, there is a larger and more sheltered campsite behind the dunes just before the orange marker. It is best to bring water to this campsite. Closest Town(s) Kaitaia & Ahipara 

--------------------  Ninety Mile Beach: Distance 83 km  Northern Start Te Paki Stream mouth, Ninety Mile Beach (1 hour’s walking downstream from Te Paki Stream Road, off SH1). / Southern End Boat ramp, Kaka Street, Ahipara Township  / / Time 3 days / Tramping Standard Tramping track / Few water sources Filter all water. Description:  (North to South) Te Paki Stream is a popular vehicle entrance/exit to the beach so be prepared for cars and tourist buses. From here, you freedom walk/camp down the beach to Ahipara at your own speed. Landmarks you’ll pass are The Bluff (19 km), Hukatere (51 km) & Waipapakauri (69 km). Amenities (On Route) Basic camp site The Bluff on 90 Mile Beach. Entry/exit from beach here. A “freedom” campsite (no water/facilities).  Serviced Campsite Waipapakauri: entry/exit from beach. Top 10 Holiday Park restaurant & bar. Hukatere: entry/exit from beach.  Amenities (End) Full range of amenities In Ahipara Township  Closest Town(s) Ahipara & Kaitaia 
-------------------- Ahipara Connection Distance 8.5 kms  / Northern Start Boat ramp, Kaka Street, Ahipara Township /  Southern End Herekino Saddle, Kaitaia-awaroa Rd / Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From the boat ramp on Ninety Mile Beach, follow these roads:  / Kaka St / Right into Korora St / Right into Kakapo Rd / Right into Takahe Rd / Right into Foreshore Rd / Left into Roma Rd / Right into Kaitaia-awaroa Rd /  Past Pukeko Pa / To the start of the Herekino Forest Track on the left/east side of Herekino Saddle.Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities At Ahipara Village  Amenities (End) No amenities
-------------------- Herekino Forest Track Distance 15 km /  Northern Start Herekino Saddle on the Kaitaia-Awaroa Road / Southern End Diggers Valley Road / Time 8 hours  Tramping Standard Tramping track. Description: (North to South) The track climbs steeply for the first kilometer through mixed bush with views to Te Oneroa a Tohe — Ninety Mile Beach. At 300 metres the track opens on to low scrub, bracken and orchids. Listen here for the distinctive u-tick calls of fernbirds. A high ridge allows glimpses northward across the Aupouri Peninsula before a descent to the first large kauri. The track picks up an easy ridgeline then turns at right-angles down to the Rangiheke Stream and its rock pools. The stream is splash-through, but the cable strung side to side will help if the water is high. The kauri grove, one of the largest groups of big kauri in the north, is about two hours in. The track emerges soon after on to an old forestry road then enters again into forest, passing disused logger huts and ascending Taumatamahoe. A viewpoint on the way up gives a glimpse of Kaitaia, and the 558 metre summit of Taumatamahoe is the highest point en route. Cellphones work at the top, and are useful to time any pickup. The track’s steep, root-crossed descent, joins a farm track - Veza Road - which leads to an exit on to Diggers Valley Road. This exit is distant from any settlement, and you’ll need to have arranged transport back to town.  Extra Info Local Maori know the forest as Orowhana, and the saddle as Te Arai, the door, where spirits pause before fleeing north to Cape Reinga. Poupou totems mark the sacred site and the central pou is carved in honour of Taunaha, an ancestor.The Herekino (Orowhana) Track was a joint project between Te Araroa Trust and the Department of Conservation, Northern Region. Two other DoC tracks diverge from the Herekino Forest track — a tramp from Herekino Saddle through to the Kaitaia-Awaroa Road via Pukepoto Access Road takes 6.5 hours, and the tramp through to Larmer Road end, via the Kaitaia Walkway takes 11 hours. Te Araroa Trust acknowledges the assistance given by the people of Whakamaharatanga Marae, also Te Runanga o Te Rarawa, and the Herekino Landcare Group in establishing the main track. Support Services: Peter Griffiths of Takahue can provide a drop-off and pick up service for a small fee. Contact him in advance on (09) 408-3685 or email: longflat@igrin.co.nz / I-SITE Information Far North, Jaycee Park, South Rd, Kaitaia Ph: 09 408-0879 www.visitorinfo.co.nz / Some local accommodation places will provide transfers. Ask when you book.  Potential Hazards Poisons & traps  \ Small stream crossings \  Bush track can get overgrown.  Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (End) No amenities Closest Town(s) Ahipara & Kaitaia
-------------------- Takahue Connection Distance 9.5 km  Northern Start The end of the Herekino Forest Track, junction of Veza & Diggers Valley Rd, Far North  / Southern End Takahue Hall, Takahue (junction of Waiotenue, Takahue & Takahue Saddle Rds) / Distance 9.5 km  / Time 2.5 hours / Tramping Standard Mixed grade Description: (North to South) From the junction of the farm track (Veza Road) with Diggers Valley Rd, follow the windy metal road south for approx. 1.2 km to where a stile crosses a fence to the east into Crown-owned forestry lands. Follow orange markers along forestry tracks to emerge at another stile onto Waiotenue Rd. Turn left/NE and follow the road into the very small settlement of Takahue. Potential Hazards  Forestry operations / Requirements Keep to the track /No camping/ No fires  Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (End) No amenities  Closest Town(s) Takahue
--------------------  Raetea Forest Track (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
--------------------  Raetea Bypass Distance 15 kms  Northern Start Takahue Hall, Takahue (at junction of Waiotenue, Takahue & Takahue Saddle Rds)  /Southern End Makene Rd (junction between Makene & SH1), Mangamuka / Time 8 hours / Tramping Standard Route  Description: (North to South) From the small settlement of Takahue, head SE along Takahue Saddle Rd/track for approx 5.7 kms to a hard-to-find track turnoff into the Ratea Forest. (It is on the left/East, 3kms past the junction with Warner Rd and heads up the ridge to a 580m high summit). This bush track follows the ridgeline on a largely west-east basis past the 744m Ratea summit  & radio mast. 3kms beyond that at an unnamed (on topo map) summit of 727m , take the very rough track heading off to the North. It gradually descends 2.6km down a ridgeline to meet up with SH1. Turn east and follow SH1 through the Mangamuka Gorge for 9 km to the junction with Makene Rd.  Potential Hazards Dense bush, infrequently maintained. GPS recommended.  Kiwis - no dogs allowed.  Amenities (Start) No amenities /  / Amenities (End) No amenities /   Closest Town(s) Kaitaia
-------------------- Mangamuka Connection (Road Connection) OPEN Distance 11.5 km  / Northern Start Makene Rd (junction between Makene & SH1), Mangamuka  / Southern End The junction of Omahuta and Jacksons Roads.  /  Distance 11.5 km / Time 3 hours / Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From the junction with SH1 & Makene Rd, keep following SH1 for 6.5 km. This takes you through Mangamuka settlement and then south to pass the Mangamuka pub & dairy, to the Mangamuka Bridge. Turn east onto Omahuta Road and walk 5km to the junction with Jacksons Road.Amenities (Start) No amenities /  Amenities (On Route) Shop:  Mangamuka Bridge Hotel  /Amenities (End) No amenities  Closest Town(s) Kaitaia
-------------------- Omahuta Puketi Forest Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  (Dry weather route) Distance 31 kms  / Alternative Track Jacksons Wet Weather Bypass / Northern Start The junction of Omahuta and Jacksons Roads. / Southern End Puketi Recreation Centre, Waiare Road  / Distance 31 kms / Time 2 days Tramping Standard Route Description: (North to South) From the junction of Omahuta and Jacksons Roads, head east on old forestry roads. 700m up Omahuta Forest Rd, take the left fork onto Kauri Sanctuary Rd. 3.5km up this road, there is the option of a southerly deviation to view the Kauri Sanctuary (& 500m down this side road is Apple Dam with a small campsite with water tank and toilets). Otherwise, continue 1km further on & take the left fork onto Blackbridge Rd. Where these roads peter out, follow markers across a logging skid site and down a NE ridge to meet up with the Mangapukahukahu Stream. As this runs through a gorge and could be subject to flash floods, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO GO FURTHER IF THERE’S HEAVY RAIN IN THE REGION. As long as the weather is clear, walk SE mostly in the stream for 2.5 km until meeting up with the Waipapa River. Just south of the junction, you can cross at a shallow shoal and follow the Waipapa River NE for 2.5kms (some track on the E bank & in the river bed) to the junction with Pukatea Ridge Track. Near this junction is the most glorious deep pool for swimming!  Climb up this steepish track through young kauri for 3.5km to meet the Takapau Track. (Optional detour: see a huge kauri tree 500m south on the Takapau Track. Note: this track peters out and is no longer maintained).  From the junction of Pukatea Ridge & Takapau Tracks, head NE for 300m to meet the junction with Walnut Track & Pirau Ridge Road (forestry access road). Follow the grassy 4WD Pirau Ridge Road* east for 9 km to the Puketi Recreation Centre, Waiare Rd. *Optional detour: Alternatively take the more scenic but 4.5 km longer & slower route, first down Walnut Track to reach Waipapa River again. (The Camp Creek freedom camp site is 15min west of junction between Walnut & Waipapa River Tracks). The Waipapa River Track criss-crosses the river (crossings are knee deep in dry summer), winding its way east to the Puketi Recreation Centre, Waiare Rd.  Extra Info  This is a challenging, wet route. You need good equipment and navigation skills. Only go in dry weather.Potential Hazards: River canyons - flash floods. Use bypass in times of heavy rain /  River crossings - Never cross flooded  rivers / Beehives near track. Camp with care / Kiwis - no dogs allowed /  Kauri tree disease risk - Clean boots between tracks; avoid standing on root systems Amenities (Start) No amenities /  / Amenities (On Route) Basic camp site 30m up Puketea Ridge Track/ Standard Campsite Apple Dam, 500m down from Kauri Sanctuary / Amenities (End) Carpark Standard Campsite / Accommodation Puketi Hut (with mod cons) – can be booked through DoC, Bay of Islands Tel: +9 407-0300 Closest Town(s) Kerikeri or Kaitaia Managed by DoC, Bay of Islands, Tel: +9 407-0300
-------------------- Jacksons Wet Weather Bypass (Bypass) OPEN (Use in wet weather.)  Distance 32 kms  Northern Start The junction of Omahuta and Jacksons Roads.  Southern End Waiare Road junction with DoC’s Puketi Recreation Centre. / Distance 32 kms  / Time 1 long day Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From the junction with Omahuta Rd, head NE on Jacksons Road. Follow this windy, gravel road pass Mangapa where it merges into Pupuke Mangapa Rd. After 11 km, take the turnoff which after 200m turns in a SE direction. After 11.5km, you pass a quarry. Continue on for another 5.5km until your forestry road meets Waiare Road. Turn south & after 4 kms, you will reach the turnoff to DoC’s Puketi Recreation Centre, Waiare Rd. Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (End) Carpark / Picnic area / Toilets / Standard Campsite / Accommodation Book cabins & Puketi Hut with DoC Tel:+9 407-0300 Closest Town(s) Kerikeri 

-------------------- Mangakaretu Route (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
-------------------- Puketotara Connection Bypass (Bypass) OPEN Distance 19 kms  Alternative Track Mangakaretu Route / Northern Start Puketi Recreation Centre, Waiare Road / Southern End Rest Area at junction of Kerikeri River with SH10 / Time 3.5 hours / Tramping Standard Road margin  Description: (North to South) From the Puketi Recreation Centre, follow Waiare Rd south for 4.5 kms. Turn E onto Puketotara Rd for 13.5 kms. Upon reaching SH10, turn N for 600m.  On the E, just over the bridge & on the north banks of the Kerikeri River is the picnic layover.Amenities (Start) Standard Campsite DoC “standard” campsite & cabins (water, toilets, BBQ, cold showers). Cabins can be booked through DoC, Bay of Islands Tel: +9 407-0300 / Accommodation Puketi Hut (with mod cons) – can be booked through DoC, Bay of Islands Tel: +9 407-0300 / Amenities (End) Carpark / Picnic areaClosest Town(s) Kerikeri 

--------------------  Kerikeri River Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN Distance 6.5kms  / Northern Start From rest area at junction of SH10 & Kerikeri River (on north bank, south of Waipapa village).  / Southern End Kerikeri River carpark, Landing Road, Kerikeri Inlet. /  Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description: (North to South) From the picnic area on SH10, follow the Te Araroa and orange track markers across stiles, pasture and along fencelines to the northern banks of the Kerikeri River. Continue following the orange markers until near Rainbow Falls Rd where Te Araroa’s track joins up with DoC’s Kerikeri Walkway. There one can view the 27m high Rainbow Falls that tumble over basalt lava fields which had flowed into the river valley after volcanic eruptions.  From then on, the track is a well-developed and marked bush track. It passes through stands of young kauri & totara. It also passes the remains of a power house built as part of a hydro-electric generation scheme which operated between 1930-67. Follow this track all the way to the historic waterfront of Kerikeri Inlet. Note: the Landing Road bridge across the Kerikeri River has been removed. While we wait for the new pedestrian bridge to be built (expected late 2009), the only bridge crossing to the south side of the river is via the new Kerikeri Bypass (yellow line on the Googlemap). It is 30mins walk from the waterfront. Once on the Bypass, continue southwards until you intersect with Kerikeri Road. Turn left (NE) to walk down Kerikeri Road and join the next section of Te Araroa at any of the 4 entries to the Hongi Hika Reserve.Potential Hazards Poisons & traps : No camping  /  No fires/  Environment Kiwis Amenities (Start) Car park /  Picnic area / Amenities (On Route) Carpark Rainbow Falls Park / Toilets Rainbow Falls Park / Rubbish bins at Rainbow Falls Park / Amenities (End) Carpark / Picnic area / Toilets / Phone Closest Town(s) Kerkeri or Waipapa village 

-------------------- Kerikeri Connection (Road Connection) OPEN Northern Start Infront of the Stone Store, Kerikeri Road, Kerikeri Basin.  / Southern End Forestry gate, junction of Kerikeri Inlet Rd & Te Wairoa Rd (i.e. 600 east of bridge over the estuary. The start of Waitangi Forest Track).  / Distance 5 kms / Time 1 hour /Tramping Standard Mixed grade Description: (North to South) From the historic Kemp House & Stone Store on Kerikeri Basin, leave Kerikeri Road & follow the Kororipo Pa Track which curves around the headland to the SE. Kororipo Pa served as a coastal village, a fortified base for war parties and a trading post. Once on the headland, follow the wide pasture track south-west until a DoC marker post identifies a track heading SE down into a gully and over a pedestrian bridge to Pa Rd. Walk SE up Pa Rd & turn NE into Kerikeri Inlet Rd. Continue on for 2 kms to a forest gate & the northern end of Te Wairoa Rd - the start of the Waitangi Forest Track.  This route is a mix of footpath, grass, easy walking track & road berm.Amenities (Start) Car park;  Picnic area  / Amenities (On Route) Accommodation Pagoda Motel & Camping Ground on Pa Rd / Amenities (End) No amenitiesClosest Town(s) Kerkeri 

-------------------- Waitangi Forest Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN Northern Start Forestry gate, junction of Kerikeri Inlet Rd & Te Wairoa Rd (i.e. 600m east of bridge over the estuary). / Southern End Waitangi Bridge, North Pahia / Distance 14 kms / Time 2.5 hours  / Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description:(North to South) From the forest gate, follow Te Wairoa Rd (a forestry road) in a S-E direction through the Waitangi Forest. After 7.5kms, you turn south onto Te Puke Road and pass beneath the summit of Te Puke (136m).  Continue on 2 kms to pass Mt Bledisoe (105m) before turning East onto Haruru Falls Rd. Leaving the forest behind, you emerge onto Tau Henare Drive which runs through the Waitangi Golf Course, past the Waitangi Treaty House and down to the Waitangi Bridge. Notes: * There are many side roads in this forest so take care you are on the correct road. / * The track passes through the Waitangi Endowment Forest – part of New Zealand’s conservation estate, originally gifted to the nation by the then Governor General, Lord Bledisloe, in 1936. / * At the southerly exit from the pine forest is the Te Araroa Cairn, assembled from local volcanic rock by Kerikeri sculptor Chris Booth.  / Extra Info Original Te Araroa brochure available from www.teararoa.org.nz/userfiles/file/brochure/waitangi3.pdf Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (End) Carparkl; Picnic area; Toilets; Cafe/restaurant Closest Town(s) Kerkeri or Pahia Managed by Waitangi Forest is administered by Northland Forest Managers, KeriKeri, Tel: +9 4077-115 

-------------------- Paihia - Opua Coastal Walkway (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Waitangi Bridge, North Pahia , Bay of Islands  / Southern End Opua Wharf, Opua, Bay of Islands / Distance 8 kms /Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Mixed grade Description: (North to South) From the Waitangi Bridge, follow the coastal Marsden Rd via beach or footpath south through Pahia township. At the southern end of Pahia Beach (i.e. junction of Marsden & Seaview Rds by toilets/carpark), you have 2 options:1. When the tide is out, follow the coastline from Pahia beach around to Haumai Bay. 2. If the tide is in, take the footpath south on Seaview Rd to Haumi Bay. From the southern end of Haumai Bay, follow the signed track beside/under the bridge and around the coast to the east until you reach Opua. Track provides wonderful views of the Veronica Channel. Extra Info Other Amenities: Pahia – full range of amenities / Amenities (Start) Car park; Picnic area; Toilets;  Shop Cafe / Amenities (End) Carpark; Toilets; Shop; PhoneClosest Town(s) Pahia 

-------------------- Waikare Peninsula Track (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
-------------------- Russell Connection (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Opua Wharf, Opua, Bay of Islands Southern End Ngaiotonga Scenic Reserve, Russell Whakapara Rd (start of Russell Walkway) /  Distance 21 km / Time 6 hours / Tramping Standard Mixed grade. Description:(North to South) From Opua, take the vehicular ferry over the Veronica Channel to Tapu Point. From there, follow Aucks Road 400m & turn left into Pipiroa Rd & down to the “Okiato to Russell Walkway”: Follow it up and down through wetland, bush, over private property & around cliffs from Pipiroa Bay to Aucks Rd (35 mins) to Te Wahapu Rd (35mins) to Hirst Reserve, Orongo Bay (35 mins) and on to the last bit of Auckland Rd before the junction with Russell Whakapara Rd. Turn SE and follow this sealed road for 9km past the Waikara Rd turnoff. 600m further on, just where the sealed road turns into Kempthorne Rd, continue on the now unsealed and windy Russell Whakapara Rd through beautiful bush in the Ngaiotonga Scenic Reserve. After another 7.5kms, you will see the DoC signs depicting the Ngaiotonga Route (the start of the Russell Walkway) on the SW side of the road. Potential Hazards / Small stream crossings Amenities (Start) No amenities /  Amenities (On Route) Accommodation Wairoro Accommodation Park / Amenities (End) No amenities Closest Town(s) Pahia Or Russell 

--------------------Waikare Russell Forest Walkway (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
--------------------Russell Forest Walkway (Bypass) OPEN  Alternative Track Waikare Russell Forest Walkway / Northern Start Ngaiotonga Scenic Reserve, start of Russell Walkway  / Southern End Punaruku Road, off Russell Rd, near Oakura. Distance 21km / Time 9 hours / Tramping Standard Tramping track Description: (North to South) From the Russell Whakapara Rd, the track follows the ridgeline through beautiful bush on the Ngaiotonga Saddle. 2.5 km in, the first landmark is the 314m Te Ranga Trig with views of the Bay of Islands and Whangaruru Harbour. 200m further on, you pass a track heading down to private land on Waikare Rd. 7kms in, you pass a track heading to Papakauri Rd on the east side. From here you are walking on an old forestry road.  Approximately halfway, there is a wooden shelter with an open area where you can spend the night. This is near the Papakauri Stream which is a popular but wet route down to the Waikare settlement on the NE side. Continue on the ridgeline until near the summit of Pukemoremore (390m). From here, the Russell Walkway turns SE & straight down through fern and open bush until meeting the Punaruku “Road”. This ‘road’ is actually a rough 4WD track. Walk NE & through the forestry gate for 4kms to the junction with Russell Road.  Extra Info Middle Track Amenity: Shelter / Note: o Punaruku Rd may be unsigned but is 2.8km North of the Oakura Turnoff, on the west side of the road. o Punaruku Rd is not driveable for very far. Official Russell Walkway is a 4 kms walk SW of junction of with Russell Rd. Potential Hazards Poisons & traps / Track not well maintained; tree fall. /  No fires Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (On Route) Shelter near junction with Papakauri Stream. / Amenities (End) No amenities Closest Town(s) Russell or Whangarei  Managed by Doc, Whangarei Tel: 09 430-2133 

Whangarei 

--------------------Mokau Forest (South) Track (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
--------------------Mokau Connection (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Northern – Punaruku Road (in Russell Forest), off Russell Rd, near Oakura. / Southern End Junction of Russell Rd & Webb Rd, Helena Bay. / Distance 9 km / Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From the junction of Punaruku Road (in Russell Forest) & Russell Rd, follow the road south passing the Oakura turnoff (2.7kms) and the small settlement of Mokau (4 kms) until reaching the junction of Russell Rd & Webb Rd, Helena Bay. Extra Info Note: o Punaruku Rd may be unsigned but is 2.8km North of the Oakura Turnoff, on the west side of the road. o Punaruku Rd is not driveable for very far. Official Russell Walkway is a 4 kms walk SW of junction of with Russell Rd Pukapuka Road, off Russell Rd, near Mokau. Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (On Route) Shop Diary at Oakura turn off. / Accommodation 1.5-3 kms down Oakura Rd. / Amenities (End) No amenities ; Helena Bay School (closed) Closest Town(s) Whangarei or Russell
 --------------------Helena Ridge Track (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED (Waiting on Summerland subdivision earth works.) 

--------------------Helena Bypass (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Junction of Russell Rd & Webb Rd, Helena Bay.  / Southern End Kaiikanui Road (2.6 km south of junction with Mimiwhangata Rd)  Distance 8.5 kms Time 2 hours Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From the junction of Russell & Webb Rds, Helena Bay, follow Webb Rd SE past the old Helena Bay School and up a steep hill past Ngahau bay (Teal Bay to some). After 5km, keep going past the turnoff to Ngahau Bay. After another 700m, Webb Rd ends at the junction with Mimiwhanagta & Kaiikanui Rds. Take the right fork and continue on Kaiikanui Rd for another 2.6kms kms to the start of DoC's Morepork Track (currently unsigned but is a well-benched track with some bee hives at the entrance). Note: This narrow, windy gravel roadwalk passes through bush and has steep drop-offs with great views over the countryside. Occasionally, there are cattle belonging to local farmers grazing or being moved on the road. Amenities (Start) No amenities / Helena Bay School (closed) / Amenities (End) No amenities Closest Town(s) Whangarei or Russell
--------------------Morepork - Onekainga Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Kaiikanui Road (2.6 km south of junction with Mimiwhangata Rd)  /  Southern End Whananaki North Road (1km east of Halvorson Rd), Whananaki North.  Distance 13 kms  Time 4-5 hoursTramping Standard Tramping track Description:(North to South) From Kaiikanui Rd, enter DoC’s Kaiikanui Forest and follow a well-benched track for 6 kms and past Hansens Hill.  For the next kilometre, an unformed track meets up with the Forest’s NE boundary and follows a fence down into a gully before a steep climb up to a cleared high point (218m) with spectacular views out to the coast and the Poor Knight Islands. You are now on private land belonging to local farmer Don Waetford and his whanau, so please respect the privilege. (DoC’s estate falls away to the south and if needed, there is a rough track taking the SE spur down to a farm track which meets up with the end of Halvorson Rd).  Continue on old bush tracks in a SE direction down ridgelines to some pretty little streams before climbing steeply all the way up again (174m down then up). At the top, you climb stiles onto well-formed farm tracks. After 500m, turn off the farm track and cross 200m through a small pine plantation to a boundary fence just west of the Onekainga Trig (227m) and more views. Stay on the track and follow the fenceline past the pine and then down the ridgeline in native bush for 1.5 km. By now you have left the Waetford block, and are in the Harman’s farm and just as you leave the bush, have lovely views over the inner Whananaki estuary. For the last 800m, you are following the SW fenceline across pasture. There may be magnificent Charolais bulls grazing. If so, walk slowly and quietly by the fence, waiting for them to move if need be. At the southern end of the paddock, over the stile, you emerge onto Whananaki North Rd.  Extra Info Warning: DoC has yet to process our request to open up the Morepork Track. Consequently it is unsigned albeit well-used by local pig hunters and predator trappers. The unformed 1km connecting the well-benched track with the private land and marked Onekainga Track is not cut and marked. Consequently good bush and navigation skills are required. Potential Hazards Poisons & traps: Farming operations /  Dirt bikes cross track at Easter /  Open daylight hours only /  No camping /No fires Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (End) No amenities Closest Town(s) Whananaki North Village or Whangarei 

--------------------Whananaki Estuary Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Whananaki North Road (1km east of Halvorson Rd at the end of the Onekainga Track), Whananaki North. Southern End By the footbridge, Whananaki Estuary Distance 2 kms Time 1/2 hour  Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description:(North to South) Walk 800m SE along Whananaki North Rd. Look for the track sign in bush on the south side. The track leaves the road and circles around a paddock fenceline to reach a stop bank on the side of the Whananaki Estuary. From there, the track follows along the Estuary to the Whananaki Footbridge and the Village. Open daylight hours only / No camping / No fires Amenities (Start) No amenities  / Amenities (End) ;  Toilets; Shop: Phone; Serviced Campsite ;Accommodation Closest Town(s) Whananaki North Village or Whangarei 

--------------------Whananaki Coastal Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Footbridge, Whananaki Estuary, Whananaki North  / Southern End Gate at northern end of McAuslin Rd, Sandy Bay Distance 7.5 kms  Time 2.5 hours Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description : From Whananaki North village, there’s a track next to the school which leads to the footbridge. Once across, head east along the estuary around the small settlement and over the spit before heading south on Pukekawa Rd parallel to the shore. (If the tide is high, there is a 1km detour by road around the back of the settlement). Beyond Pitokuku Point, a grassy track goes behind private baches and over a stile to join up with a well-graded pohutukawa-lined farm track/driveway with excellent views of the coast and the Poor Knight Islands.There is a possible diversion via a short, steeper track to the Capitaine Bougainville Memorial on the north point of Oruaea Bay. Great views from here along the coast. Continue on the driveway until reaching the gate at McAuslin Rd. Please note that there is limited beach access from the track – i.e. after the Spit, only at Sheltered Bay. Potential Hazards: Track exposed to sun, wind or cold /  No camping /  No fires Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities / Amenities (End) : Toilets At Sandy Bay: Cafe open in summer. Closest Town(s) Ngunguru
--------------------Woolleys Bay Connection (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Gate at northern end of McAuslin Rd, Sandy Bay / Southern End Southern end of Clements Rd, Matapouri  Distance 6 kms  Time 1 1/2 hours  Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) Leaving the gate at the north end of McAuslin Rd, head south down the road and turn east onto Matapouri Road. Follow the road (looking out for traffic) past Sandy Bay and Woolleys Bay, enjoying the beautiful beaches as you go. Just before Matapouri Bay, the road climbs over a small hill and you pass DoC’s walkway to Whale Bay. On coming down the road into Matapouri, take Clements Rd to the west and follow it for 2 km. Near the end, there are several letterboxes on the NW side of the road. On the south side of the road, you’ll see a stile by a gate. Just through the gate is the Information sign for the next track. Potential Hazards Vehicles on road or track Amenities (Start) ; Car park at Sandy Bay; Toilets at Sandy Bay; McAuslin Rd Cafe in summer / Amenities (On Route) Toilets at Matapouri Bay ; Shop at Matapouri Bay; Phone at Matapouri Bay / Amenities (End) No amenities Closest Town(s) Ngunguru or Whangarei 

--------------------Matapouri Bush Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start South end of Clements Rd, Matapouri (look for stile; sign inside gate)  / Southern End In bush just north of #288 Waiotoi Rd, Ngunguru Distance 7 kms Time 2 1/2 - 3 1/2 hours Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description: The track climbs through delightful private pasture lands, pine forest and regenerating bush where significant efforts are being made to preserve kiwis and remove their predators. It then enters Matariki Forest’s newly cut pine and eucalyptus plantation where you can currently enjoy occasional views of the Coast. You then follow the orange markers SE down a forest road (unsigned Seaview Track) for approx 1 km, before turning west into another forest road (unsigned Oyster Track). This forest road dissects a DOC native bush reserve and passes Tane Moana, a giant kauri tree, before coming back into forest lands on a high point with great views up and down the valley (now that the pines have been cut). At a skid site, the road merges into a narrower, metalled track that descends through newly harvested & replanted forest land. Leaving the forestry lands at a stile, the last 200m of the track crosses pasture to another stile. After short walk through bush, you emerge onto Waiotoi Rd.(3kms south down Waiotoi Rd is Ngunguru Village). Potential Hazards Forestry operations - Track may be closed occasionally  / No camping / No fires / Kauri tree disease risk - Clean boots between tracks; avoid standing on root systems

 Amenities (Start) No amenities; ; Toilets, shop & phone at Matapouri Bay/ Amenities (End) No amenities;  Toilets, shop, phone & accommodation at Ngunguru. Closest Town(s) Ngunguru or Whangarei 

--------------------Ngunguru River Track (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
--------------------Ngunguru Connection - Bypass (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Waiotoi Rd, Ngunguru / Southern End Ngunguru Ford Rd (approx. opposite # 291 & start of Mackerel Forest Track (a forestry track), Ngunguru  / Distance 18 kms / Time 5 hours / Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From Waiotoi Rd, turn SW onto Ngunguru Rd & walk through the village and along the estuary. Keep going on the road margin until you see Ngunguru Ford Rd on the SE side. Follow this road for 3km to the start of Mackerel Forest Track. Extra Info Note: This is part 1 of a 2-part bypass of the Ngunguru & Horahora Estuaries.  If the sea conditions are good, an alternative is to sea kayak from Ngunguru to Pataua North. Website:  www.nzseakayaking.co.nz  Email: pc.kayaks@gmail.com Contact: Mark Garry Tel: +9 436-1947 or Mob: 021 1295-921Amenities (Start)  / Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities at Ngunguru Village /Amenities (End) No amenities;  Closest Town(s) Ngunguru or Whangarei 

--------------------Horahora RiverTrack (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
--------------------Mackerel Forest Track - Bypass (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Mackerel Rd (a forestry track), south side of Ngunguru Ford Rd (approx. opposite # 291), West Ngunguru Note: Look for forest gate, stile & orange markers. / Southern End Old logging gate, Pataua North Rd, Pataua North.(Can be difficult to spot. It’s 800m-1km west of the bus turnaround/bridge/Mangahui Road junction). Distance 4 kms Time 1 1/2 hours Tramping Standard Tramping track Description: (North to South) From the forestry gate, the track follows Mackerel Rd (a forest road) largely downhill through a pine forest. At the bottom of the hill, it crosses the Waitangi River which is usually knee/thigh depth. From there, the track follows the river bank through a recently harvested area of the forest. It then turns South to meet and cross the Taheke River – at the shallower ford between the deeper pools - and clambers up the southern bank. The track continues on the true right river bank until meeting an old logging track that climbs steeply up and around a pine-covered hill before dropping down to a logging gate on Pataua North Road.Potential Hazards Forestry operations; River crossings - Never cross flooded rivers/ Forestry operations - Track may be closed occasionally / Open daylight hours only / No camping / No fires Amenities (Start) No amenities;  Leave room for school bus / Amenities (End) No amenities /  Extremely limited Closest Town(s) Ngunguru or Whangarei 

--------------------Pataua North Connection (Road Connection) OPEN / Northern Start Old logging gate, Pataua North Rd, Pataua North. (1.2 km west of Mangahui Rd) / Southern End Footbridge over Pataua River, joining Pataua North & Pataua South Distance 13 kms Time 3 1/2 hours Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From Mackerel Forest Track logging gate, follow Pataua North Road in an easterly direction. After 7kms (nearer the mouth of the Horahora river), the road turn due south. Continue on to the Pataua North settlement.Amenities (Start) No amenities /  Extremely limited/ Amenities (End) Carpark; Picnic area; Toilets; Shop Treasure Island Campground, Pataua Sth; Serviced Campsite Treasure Island Campground, Pataua Sth Tel: +9 436-2390 Email: treasure@xtra.co.nz Closest Town(s) Ngunguru or Whangarei 

--------------------Taiharuru Estuary Route (Te Araroa Route) OPEN Northern Start Footbridge over Pataua River, joining Pataua North & Pataua South. Southern End Carpark by postboxes & gate at end of Council-maintained section of Harambee Rd, Taiharuru (East of Whangarei) Distance 7 kms Time 2 hours Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description: (North to South) From the Pataua River footbridge, walk south on the main road out of Pataua. After 1 ½ kms, look for a Council Reserve where Pataua South Rd runs along the Taiharuru Estuary. At low tide only, leave the reserve and walk SE along the Taiharuru Estuary. Note: firmer sand can be found away from the mangroves which line the shoreline, making it very muddy underfoot. Near where Beasley Rd meets the Estuary on the NW bank, it is easier to cross to the SE bank. A white marker indicates where the most shallow crossing has been found to date (i.e. usually knee height at low tide/no rain). Climb a wooden structure over an electric fence in the water (don’t touch it!), & look for the orange-marked public access track going up a bank, over a stile and along the SE fenceline over pasture then along what looks like a driveway to meet Taiharuru Road (opposite # 406). (Note: Don't be discouraged from using this route despite the neighbours putting in fences & gates & removing markers. This accessway is public land). Turn SW down Taiharuru Rd for 500m to Harambee Rd.  1km up this road is the small parking area. Extra Info For local knowledge, information on tides or water transport and pick ups, give Ros & Hugh Cole-Baker of Tidesong a call on 09 436-1959. They also provide B&B accommodation and very nice teas or lunches. See www.tidesong.co.nzPotential Hazards/ Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide /No camping/ No firesAmenities (Start) Car park; Picnic area; Toilets, shop & campground at Pataua South; Amenities (End) No amenitiesClosest Town(s) Whangarei 

--------------------Kauri Mountain Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN /Northern Start Northern – Carpark by postboxes & gate at end of Council-maintained section of Harambee Rd, Taiharuru (East of Whangarei) / Southern End Small carpark opposite #280 Kauri Mountain Rd.  Distance 3 kms Time 1.5 hours Tramping Standard Tramping track Description: (North to South) The track starts by winding up a long driveway, past private homes. (Use the stiles provided and leave gates as you find them as sheep sometimes graze the driveway). The coastal views north are spectacular. Near the top of the driveway, follow orange markers to climb over a stile & up through pasture, then regenerating bush to the trig (where the view is blocked by bush). From there, follow the orange-marked bush track down the southern side to Kauri Mountain Rd.  (Walk 2kms SE down this gravel road to Ocean Beach)  Potential Hazards: No water sources / No camping / No fires Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (End) No amenities Closest Town(s) Whangarei 

--------------------Ocean Beach Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Kauri Mountain Rd (small carpark opposite #280 at the foot of Kauri Mountain Track)  / Southern End Junction Ocean Beach Road & Ocean Beach (South) Distance 9 kms  Time 3 hours Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description:(North to South) From the carpark, walk 2kms SE down this gravel Kauri Mountain Rd to a farm gate (look for TA logo, orange marker).  Enter the paddock here,  leaving this gate as you find it, and follow the farm track across a paddock heading straight towards Ocean Beach. A few clay steps cut into the bank take you down to the beach. Head south down the beach running parallel with Doc’s Ocean Beach Recreation Reserve. Near the southern end of the beach, a sand track leads up to a carpark, toilet and Ocean Beach Rd. Potential Hazards: Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide / No fires / Wildlife Sanctuary - Avoid dune nesting sites; Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (End) Carpark; Toilets Closest Town(s) Whangarei 

--------------------Bream Head (Te Whara) Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN /Northern Start Junction Ocean Beach Road & Ocean Beach (South) / Southern End Small carpark at Urquharts Bay (southern end)  / Distance 7 kms Time 5-6 hours Tramping Standard Tramping track Description:(North to South) Walk to the southern end of Ocean Beach and climb a very rough track up the cliff to the ridge beyond. Once off the cliff, the track is better formed but still steep. Continue on past a WWII naval radar station to the Bream Head/Te Whara summit. It’s worth the short detour to the viewing platform. The rock formations & coastal views are spectacular. Half way along the ridgeline, there is the track exiting to the north/Ocean Beach Rd and another going steeply down to the south & Peach Cove. This is a 25min one-way detour and a great spot for overnighting or a swim. Continue along the ridge to Mt Lion (Matariki) then steeply down to Urquharts Bay, passing the Busby Head loop track.Great coastal views from many parts of the track. Extra Info Nearest shop & phone at Whangarei Heads.Potential Hazards Poisons & traps : Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide / Steep, uneven & narrow track - good balance essential. / No fires /  Conservation Area - No domestic animals allowed (i.e. includes dogs, cats or birds) Amenities (Start) Car park; Toilets/ Amenities (On Route) Standard Campsite at Peach Cove;  8-person locked DoC hut at Peach Cove. Pre-book on Tel: +9 430-2133/Amenities (End) Carpark Closest Town(s) Whangarei

--------------------Whangarei Heads Connection (Road Connection) OPEN /Northern Start Small carpark at Urquharts Bay (southern/western end) / Southern End Little Munro Bay / Distance 6 kms  Time 1 1/2 hours Tramping Standard Road margin Description:(North to South) From the carpark, follow Urquarts Bay Road north onto Whangarei Heads Rd.  After 5 kms, turn south on to Bay View Road and walk down to Little Munroe Bay. Extra Info To continue Te Araroa, look out for a boat to take you across the channel to Marsden Point. Fishing enthusiasts tend to depart boat ramps (Urquarts Bay, Reotahi Bay) or jetties (McLeod Bay) early morning or evening. Choose a seaworthy craft, ask for a lifejacket & offer koha (a donation) for fuel.Note: Toilets, cafe, phone, accommodation available at the Whangarei Heads village.Amenities (Start) Car park; Boat ramp/  Amenities (End)  Closest Town(s) Whangarei or Whangarei Heads village 

 --------------------Reotahi Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN /Northern Start End of Bay View Rd, Little Munroe Bay / Southern End Jetty at southern end of McLeod Bay Distance 3 kms Time 1 hour Tramping Standard Walking track Description:(North to South) The wide, gravelled track begins on the lower slopes of Mt Aubrey overlooking Little Munroe Bay. It goes around the harbour’s edge to Reotahi Beach (& boat ramp) taking in stunning sea views and passing the historic remains of a freezing works. Very noticeable is the hum coming from the Marsden Point Oil Refinery, just across the 1.5km channel, and the start of the Te Araroa’s next coastal section. The next part of the track is lacking much in the way of signage. So from the northern end of Reotahi Bay, there is a dirt track heading off the side of Reotahi Beach Rd. It climbs the hill to a playground at the end of Norfolk Rd. Head up the road to a driveway just past #34. Take this driveway and turn right (north) over the front lawn past the last house. Beyond it are steps leading down to a small footbridge (closed for repair @ Sept 08 but can be detoured around). This track leads to Matuku Street. Follow this, then up to the end of Darch Point Rd where a well-defined track follows the headland around to the jetty at McLeod Bay. Extra Info Note: To continue Te Araroa, look out for a boat to take you across the channel to Marsden Point. Fishing enthusiasts tend to depart boat ramps (one at Reotahi Bay) or jetties (one at McLeod Bay) early morning or evening. Choose a seaworthy craft, ask for a lifejacket & offer koha (a donation) for fuel.Toilets, cafe, phone, accommodation available at the Whangarei Heads villageVealbrook B&B at 2013 Whangarei Heads Road, McLeod Bay, Whangarei No camping/ No fires Amenities (Start) No amenities/ Amenities (On Route) Carpark at Reotahi Bay; Picnic area at Reotahi Bay; Boat ramp at Reotahi Bay / Amenities (End)  Very limited;  Jetty Closest Town(s) Whangarei or Whangarei Heads village 
--------------------Bream Bay Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Marsden Pt (wharf or beach) / Southern End Tip Road, Waipu  Distance 15 kms Time 3-4 hoursTramping Standard Easy tramping track Description; (North to South) From Marsden Point, walk south along the beach (low tide is best). If you want respite from an easterly wind, there is a 3.5 km inland DOC track which starts beyond the oil refinery (end of Mair Rd) & follows a pipeline to end behind the Mighty River Power station at Ruakaka (end of Sime Rd). 9 kms down the beach is the Ruakaka River mouth. It can be easily crossable at low tide (usually ankle deep but rises with rain & tide levels). Please avoid the Wildlife Refuge in the sand dunes. Another 6 kms brings you to a track leaving the beach and going over the dunes to Tip Rd. Potential Hazards Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide/  No camping/ No fires/ Wildlife Sanctuary - Avoid dune nesting sites; no dogs allowed Amenities (Start) Car park; Toilets / Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities at Ruakaka Township / Amenities (End) Full range of amenities at nearby Waipu Town   Closest Town(s) Ruakaka or Waipu 

--------------------Waipu River Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Alternative Track Waipu Connection - High tide dry bypass Northern Start North Waipu Beach at junction with Tip Rd, Bream Bay /Southern End Junction Cove Rd & Cullen Rd, Waipu Distance 8 kms Time 2 hours Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description: (North to South) From Tip Rd, walk 4 km south along the beach (at low tide) for until you reach the Waipu River mouth. This river mouth can be deep and fast flowing so options for crossing are: 1. Wait for absolute low tide and wade across (hard sandy floor, usually waist-deep) if conditions are safe. 2. Walk upriver, away from the river mouth and at absolute low tide, wade across the widest/shallowest part. 3. Phone the Van Beek Family who live on the southern side on Tel: 09 432-0024. If they’re around, they’re happy to row people across. Caution: you need to make your own safety assessment based on amount of recent rain, speed of current, waves, your own confidence in water. Once across the Waipu River, move to the west side of the estuary (i.e. inside the ocean-facing spit). Enjoy the birdlife and peaceful beauty of this Wildlife Sanctuary. The spit dunes are covered in purple flowers during autumn. Walk south for 3 kms to a “Walkway” sign indicating the 200m track across grass to Cove Rd (opposite Estuary Heights Rd, between 597-609 Waipu Cove Road, Waipu).Roadwalk south to the junction with Cullen Rd.Extra Info Full range of amenities at Waipu township. Potential Hazards :Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide/ River crossings - Never cross flooded rivers / No camping/  No fires Amenities (Start) Car park/ Amenities (End) No amenities Accommodation Some nearby B&Bs Closest Town(s) Waipu 

 --------------------Waipu Connection - High tide dry bypass (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Tip Road, Waipu / Southern End Junction Cove Rd & Cullen Rd, Waipu Distance 11 km Time 3 hours Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From the beach, follow Tip Rd  west. Turn south onto Uretiti Rd, and south again onto Nova Scotia Drive. This will take into the heart of Waipu.To leave Waipu township, take Cove Road to the SE and follow it for 6.5 kms to the junction with Cullen Rd. (Note: could detour east on Johnson Point Rd to the estuary to join the last 3kms of the Waipu River Walk – a low tide route). Amenities (Start) Car park / Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities at Waipu Town / Amenities (End) No amenities / Accommodation Some nearby B&BsClosest Town(s) Waipu 
--------------------Cullen Brynderwyn Walkway (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Junction of Cove & Cullen Rds, Waipu / Southern End DoC’s Brynderwyn Walkway carpark, north side of Cove Rd (at start of Bream Tail Rd), Mangawhai Distance 14 kms  Time 5-6 hours Tramping Standard Tramping track Description: (North to South) From the junction with Cove Road, follow Cullen Rd up hill for 7.5 km. The road changes from sealed to 4WD track (at about the 4 km mark) and eventually intercepts DoC’s Brynderwyn Walkway (a graded farm track). Turn east and follow DoC’s Brynderwyn Walkway. You walk over a highpoint of 297m then past the Trig at 276m for magnificent views in every direction.  The track continues down a steep spur, skirts around gullies, into regenerating bush. The final 1.5 km turns NE and exits through pasture onto Cove Rd. Caution: The Walkway passes through several junctions with no signage. A map and compass are essential as it’s easy to take the wrong turning. Potential Hazards Small stream crossings in paddock? / No fires Amenities (Start) No amenities / Accommodation Some nearby B&Bs; Full amenities at Waipu Town/ A menities (End) Carpark /  Full amenities at Mangawhai Town
--------------------Bream Tail Mangawhai Walkway (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Small DoC Carpark at junction of Bream Tail & Cove Rds (& end of Brynderwyn Walkway), Mangawhai / Southern End Beach carpark at end of Wintle St, Mangawhai Heads Distance 7 km Time 3 1/2 hours Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description: (North to South) From the DoC carpark, follow the no-exit Bream Tail Road (like a private driveway) as it climbs up hill through farmland offering spectacular views of the coast. Please leave farm gates as you find them. Use stiles where provided. After 1.8 km, you leave the road & follow markers across pasture to reach another tarmac driveway (part of a subdivision). Turn right for a few metres then it’s back into pasture and down a SE spur, across a marshy area at the bottom, then straight up by the bushline and over a steep hill. Follow the well-benched track that then zigs NE down into a bush gully (kauris galore) then zags up the other side to come out at another section of tarmac driveway. Just over the bank on the other side of it is DoC’s Mangawhai Walkway. Turn right/south and follow the track along the cliffs and down to the beach. Continue along the beach to the carpark at Mangawhai Heads.  Extra Info Extensive amenities – shop, phone, toilets & accommodation in the surrounding Mangawhai area – Wood St shops, Moir St village & various.Potential Hazards Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide / No camping / No fires Amenities (Start) Car park / Amenities (End) Carpark / Picnic area / Toilets/ Accommodation Nearby motel & camping ground.Closest Town(s) Mangawhai 

Auckland
 --------------------Mangawhai Connection (Te Araroa Route) OPEN Northern Start Beach carpark at end of Wintle St, Mangawhai Heads  Southern End Pacific Rd (a forest road beach access) off Black Swamp Rd, Mangawhai  Distance 12 kms Time 3 hours Tramping Standard Road margin Description(North to South) From Mangawhai Heads carpark, follow the road to the walkway by 44 Wintle St which leads down to the estuary.  Follow the estuary past a camping ground, a boat ramp & holiday baches until wooden steps lead up to the Findlay Street walkway. From Findlay Street, it’s left into Molesworth Drive until reaching the Mangawhai Village. Then it’s a right into Moir St, left into Insley St and across the estuary then left into Black Swamp Rd. Follow this road until reaching Pacific Rd (note: an earlier beach access is being negotiated) which leads you through a forestry block to the beach and the next stage of Te Araroa.Bypass Note: You could obtain a boat ride across the estuary to the Mangawhai Spit to avoid the road walking section. Care of sand-nesting birds is required on this Scientific Wildlife Reserve – please stick to the shoreline.Potential Hazards Vehicles on road or trackTides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide Wildlife Sanctuary - Avoid dune nesting sites; no dogs allowed On Mangawhai Spit. May be dog restrictions in estuary. Amenities (Start) Car park; Picnic area; Toilets; Serviced Campsite Nearby; Accommodation Nearby /Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities Wood St shops, Moir Village & various services available./ Amenities (End) / Closest Town(s) Mangawhai 

--------------------Te Arai Beach Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Pacific Road (a forest road beach access) off Black Swamp Rd, Mangawhai / Southern End Beach access at end of Pakiri River Road, Pakiri Beach /Distance 17 kms  / Time 4-5 hours / Tramping Standard Easy tramping track. Description: (North to South) Being a coastal route, it’s best to time it for low tide: From Black Swamp Rd, make a left into Pacific Rd (an earlier beach access is still being negotiated) which leads you through a forestry block to the beach. Follow the coast southwards for 3 km, then look for the track over Te Arai Point. Once back on the beach, continue southwards for 12 km (crossing Poutawa Stream on the way) until you cross the Pakiri River then head inland to reach the end of Pakiri River Road.Note 1: when heavy rain & high tide coincide, these rivers can be deep. Note 2: Te Arai Point and the forestry block immediately below it is owned by government agencies. Off-beach tracks are available in the forest. Potential Hazards Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide/ River crossings - Never cross flooded rivers/ Track exposed to sun, wind or cold/ If swimming, beware of rips. Amenities (Start) No amenities / Amenities (On Route) Carpark Te Arai Point; Picnic area Te Arai Point; Toilets Te Arai Point; Basic camp site Te Arai Point ; Amenities (End) Carpark ; Toilets ;Shop ; Phone; Serviced Campsite; Accommodation Closest Town(s) Mangawhai or Wellsford. 
--------------------Mt Tamahunga (Te Hikoi O Te Kiri) Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Northern end of Pakiri River Rd, Pakiri  / Southern End Carpark, adjacent to 109 Omaha Valley Rd, Matakana / Distance 8 kms /Time 3-4 hours/ Tramping Standard Tramping track.  Description:  (North to South) From the Pakiri Camp Ground, follow Pakiri River Rd for 3 km to the intersection with Pakiri Rd. Cross over and continue south on Bathgate Rd, past the school and several houses. Beyond the southern end of Bathgate Rd, go down what looks like a driveway to the Te Araroa sign. Follow the orange track markers leading up a ridgeline through steep farm pasture for 2.5 km to a farm track near the end of Rodney Rd. This climb offers fantastic views up the coast. The track now turns west then south again through more farmland (farm tracks can be muddy in winter) and pine plantation before climbing into covenanted/DoC native bush. At the summit, there is a helicopter platform which makes a good spot to rest a while.Continuing on, this rough & occasionally slippery track soon descends steeply down a southerly ridge and through attractive native bush before coming out on lush pasture above a very picturesque valley. It is then a short walk down to the carpark. Potential Hazards Poisons & traps / No camping / No fires Amenities (Start) Car park; Toilets; Shop; Phone ;Serviced Campsite; Accommodation /Amenities (On Route) Carpark Rodney Rd /Amenities (End) Carpark  Closest Town(s) Warkworth
--------------------Western Tamahunga Track (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED 
--------------------Matakana Connection Bypass (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Carpark, adjacent to 109 Omaha Valley Rd, Matakana / Southern End Steps from road, just before #285 Govan Wilson Rd, Matakana /  Distance 14.5 kms / Time 4hours / Tramping Standard
Road margin. Description (North to South) From the carpark, it’s 1 km south to Leigh Rd. Follow this busy road south then west for 4.5 km until you reach Matakana Village and all of its delights (& Saturday morning market). From the Village, head NW up Matakana Valley Rd for 6 kms to the junction with Govan Wilson Rd. Walk up Govan Wilson Rd for 3 km to start of the Govan Wilson to Dome Track.  Note: there are very few footpaths on this bypass. Take care with fast traffic. Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities - at Matakana Village  Accommodation Some B&Bs on route.  Amenities (End)   Closest Town(s) Matakana
--------------------Govan Wilson to Dome Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Govan Wilson Rd, Matakana (steps from road just before #285) / Southern End At the Dome Tearooms’ carpark, 7 km north of Warkworth on State Highway One  / Distance 12.5 kms / Time 7 hours (on steep terrain, allow 2 km per hour) / Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description: (North to South) To Waihiu Stream 5 km To  Waiwhiu Kauri Grove  9 km To Dome Summit 10 km/  Once up the steps from Govan Wilson Road, follow the clay 4WD track (it passes a private home so please keep to the track). Enjoy the views & the rusty old bus  while following along the ridge to the junction with Conical Peak Rd. Take the right fork and continue on this 4WD track until reaching a turnoff on the left onto a narrow bush track in DOC’s Totara Scenic Reserve. Follow the marked bush track which eventually descends steeply down the ridge into the Waiwhiu Valley. At the bottom of the hill, the track turns right across a small creek and follows the true right of the Waiwhiu Stream for approximately 1.3km. At this point, the track crosses the Stream (take care not to slip) to enter private forestry land.  The track quickly joins the Waiwhiu Valley Rd (a private forestry road).  Turn right and follow the road for some 300 metres; turn left into a clay 4WD road (Fisher Road - but sign keeps disappearing) which climbs steeply through pines. Just over the brow of the hill, the track turns off the 4WD road (easy to miss) into the pines for a short climb to the ridgeline and DOC’s Dome Forest.  This narrow bush track now follows along the ridgeline through attractive podocarp and broadleaf forest with glimpses of the surrounding countryside and coast. About 90mins from the Dome Cafe, the track traverses the Waiwhiu Kauri Grove. Here 20 mature kauri of up to 4 m girth hint at the forest's original magnificence.  The track then climbs to the Dome trig. Then there’s  a few more ups and downs along the ridge, including a steep scramble around large rocks, on the way to the Lookout platform with views across the Mahurangi Peninsula to the Hauraki Gulf. The track then descends 1 km on upgraded walkway & steps to the Dome Cafe carpark and SH1.  Extra Info For tramping tracks, it’s recommended you carry appropriate safety gear including map, compass, whistle, warm clothing, raincoat, basic medical kit, strong footwear, food and water. Cellphones can work on the ridgelines. Potential Hazards River crossings - Never cross flooded rivers.  Requirements Keep to the track //Respect private land/Forestry operations - Track may be closed occasionally/Open daylight hours only/No camping/ No fires. Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities at nearby Matakana Village  / Amenities (End) Carpark / Toilets / Shop Cafe closes approx 5pm / Serviced Campsite 2 kms south down SH1 (Warkworth Taxis Tel: 09 425-0000) Closest Town(s) Matakana or Warkworth
 -------------------- Dome to Moirs Hill Route  (Te Araroa Route) OPEN /Northern Start Dome Tearooms, SH 1, Dome Valley (north of Warkworth)/  Southern End Bottom of 4WD track “Barker Rd”, SE side of Moirs Hill summit. At the junction of Tolhopf & Ahuroa Rd, Puhoi. / Distance 18 kms / Time5  hours/  Tramping Standard Mixed grade Description /  (North to South) Immediately across SH1 from the Tearooms is Kraack Rd. Follow this road up to a forestry gate. Pass the gate, head along a SW forestry road. Take a left down another track heading southwards to an old logging landing with its remnants of waste logs. Cross westwards into DoC’s Smyth Reserve (native bush). Follow the track through to Smyth Rd.  Follow Smyth Rd south, turn right into Kaipara Flats Rd, then left into Streamlands/Swamp Rds. Turn right into Old Kaipara Rd and walk 500m to a stile on the boundary of Drinnan’s farm (on the left). Follow orange markers up the boundary of the farm paddocks into Edgerley Rd. Turn right (SW) into Woodcocks Rd then take a left into Mathew Rd. This is the start of a forestry road route up to the summit of Moirs Hill.  Just east of the Moirs Hill summit, there is a Te Araroa-signed, very rough 4WD track (Barkers Rd) that heads south down to Ahuroa Rd. (Note: stay on the clay/grass track. The gravel one you glimpse occasionally is a neighbouring forestry road. There are very few markers as there is just pine and gorse for much of the way). / Respect private land /  Forestry operations - Track may be closed occasionally on Moirs Hill, although they are not supposed to block the road. No camping  / No fires Amenities (On Route)  No amenities  / Amenities (End)  No amenities / Closest Town(s)
Warkworth or Puhoi

-------------------- Dunns Ridge Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  / Northern Start Junction of Tolhopf & Ahuroa Rd, Puhoi. / Southern End Junction of Remiger Rd & Ahuroa Rd, Puhoi / Distance 5 kms / Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Tramping track Description (North to South) Turn into Tolhopf Rd and follow it to the end where a new subdivision is being developed. You’ll see directional signs/orange markers showing the way from here. Climb the fence & follow the clay track extension road through the pasture/new subdivision to the far fenceline. Turn east & follow the fenceline uphill and over a stile. From this bushline, follow orange markers across and through part of Dunn’s Bush (a QEII reserve, with loop tracks back to Ahuroa Rd) until you pass the “Sugarloaf” rock formation. A stile is in place if you want to climb up to this very peaceful & picturesque spot with beautiful views across the valley and out to the coast. Otherwise keep heading SE on the marked ridge through farm paddocks & over stiles to Remiger Rd.(From here, it’s a 4 km walk down Ahuroa Rd to the village of Puhoi).   Amenities  Nearest amenities at Puhoi Village.  Closest Town(s) Puhoi or Orewa.
-------------------- Bohemian Trail (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
-------------------- Ahuroa Connection (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start Junction of Remiger Rd & Ahuroa Rd, Puhoi / Southern End Puhoi Village, Ahuroa Rd, Puhoi  / Distance 4 kms / Time 1 hour / Tramping Standard Road margin  Description (North to South) From Remiger Rd, turn SE into Ahuroa Rd and walk carefully, listening for & avoiding traffic, to the village of Puhoi. Basic camp site DoC block just up Remiger Rd. Could be a nice spot for free camping. Amenities (End) Carpark Shop / Phone / Accommodation Puhoi Pub & nearby B&Bs / Nearby cafes
-------------------- Puhoi to Wenderholm Walkway (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
-------------------- Puhoi to Wenderholm Kayak (Bypass) OPEN (Open 1st Sept - 30th June) / Northern Start Puhoi Village, Puhoi Rd, Puhoi  / Southern End Wenderholm Regional Park / Distance 7 kms / Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Mixed grade 

Description: (North to South) At the present time, the walking route to Wenderholm Regional Park is incomplete so, on an outgoing tide, one can hire a kayak from Puhoi River Canoes for the downstream journey to Wenderholm. The kayaks do need to be pre-booked so contact: Puhoi River Canoes  Tel: 422-0891 or 027 284-1672 or www.puhoirivercanoes.co.nz  Based at 84 Puhoi Rd, they are open 1st Sept -30th June (except Xmas Day). Exchange the kayak for your pack at the ramp on the Puhoi River side of Wenderholm Regional Park.  Extra Info For more information on Wenderholm Regional Park, see www.arc.govt.nz or contact the Auckland Regional Council on Tel: 09 366-2000.  Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities / Amenities (End) Carpark / Basic camp site / Duty Ranger 24/7

-------------------- Hibiscus Coast Route (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Wenderholm Regional Park, Hibiscus Coast  / Southern End Orewa Beach / Distance 10 kms / Time 3-4 hours / Tramping Standard Mixed grade. Description  (North to South) Low Tide Route only:  From the Puhoi River boat ramp at Wenderholm Regional Park, follow the sealed carpark road south-east for 200m to the Park's Information Board. Here, a map of the Park is displayed. Walk through the grounds of the historic Couldrey House to join the Perimeter Track (clockwise over the headland is the most picturesque and has great views). Exit it by the Waiwera Bridge on the Hibiscus Coast Highway. Cross the bridge & head down Waiwera Road to the beach. At low tide, it is an easy walk and rock hop around rocks and beaches to Hatfields Beach. At the southern end of the beach, take the public walkway steps up to Ocean View Rd & follow the walkway signs south via footpaths back out to the HBC Highway. Just over the hill to the south is Lookout Point and the most fantastic view down Orewa Beach – a great sight no matter what the weather. (Note: it is possible to continue around the rocks from Hatfields to Orewa at low tide but you’d miss the view).  Continue down the hill & walk through Arundel Reserve to Orewa Beach. About 1.5 km south is the Orewa Beach Shopping Centre. (Orewa Beach is approx 3 km long in total).  Extra Info For more information on Wenderholm Regional Park, see www.arc.govt.nz or contact the Auckland Regional Council on Tel: 09 366-2000. Potential Hazards Poisons : Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide / Amenities (Start) Car park / Basic camp site / Duty ranger at Wenderholm Regional Park.  / Amenities (On Route) Carpark Shop / Phone / Serviced Campsite / Amenities (End) Full range of amenities /  Serviced Campsite at southern end of Orewa Beach.  Closest Town(s) Wenderholm Village & Orewa 

-------------------- Whangaparaoa Crossing (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Orewa Beach / Southern End Jetty, ramp & Weiti Boating Club at end of Wade River Rd, Whangaparaoa  / Distance 12 kms / Time 3 hours / Tramping Standard Mixed grade / Description: (North to South) Best at low tide:  From the southern end of Orewa Beach, follow the path to the bridge over the Orewa River & east into the Amorino Reserve on the southern banks. Follow the signs for the Rodney District Council’s Coastal Walkway – Rosario Cres; walkway through to Walton St; Red Beach; around the rocks on an outgoing tide to steps leading up towards Glenelg Rd; turn SE and follow the grassy clifftop walkway up and down for 500m to a pedestrian accessway leading through to Duncansby Rd.  (Alternatively, if the tide is well out, you can keep on around the coast, minding the slippery rocks, to a concrete ramp which will also lead you directly up to this walkway). From there it’s a walk across the Whangaparaoa Peninsula: Walk up Duncansby Rd & turn left on to Vipond Rd. Turn right into D’Oyly Drive & at the bottom of the road, turn east onto the walkway through D’Oyle Reserve. Follow the path all the way to Brightside Rd. Cross over into Ozone Rd & take the steps at the end up to Hiwi Rd.  Walk west to & cross over Whangaparaoa Rd into Scott Rd. Follow it all the way to Wade River Rd. Turn south & follow it in a big loop.  You’ll eventually come to a jetty (the 2nd one) & launching ramp by the Weiti Boating Club (Tel: 424-5400) on the Weiti River. Here you may be able to get a lift across the Weiti River to the Stillwater side with local boaties.  Alternatively, contact Te Araroa’s local supporter who is willing to row walkers across if he’s available: Gunter Haferkamp, 266 Wade River Rd. Tel: 424-3443 or email gunterh@clear.net.nz  Or try the Stillwater Boating Club (Tel: 09 428-2185) on the other side of the Weiti River.  Potential Hazards Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide. Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities / Amenities (On Route) Toilets at Red Beach /  Shop - dairy on Vipond Rd, Stanmore Bay / Amenities (End)  / Toilets /  Boating Clubs on both sides of the Weiti River.  Closest Town(s) Orewa & Whangaparaoa 

-------------------- Okura - Long Bay Route (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Jetty/ramp & Boating Club on Duck Creek Rd, Stillwater  /  Southern End Long Bay Regional Park, North Shore City / Distance 8 kms / Time 3 hours / Tramping Standard Tramping track / Description  (North to South) Low tide route: From the jetty or ramp near the Stillwater Boating Club (Tel: 09 428-2185), walk to the eastern end of Duck Creek Rd to the start of DOC’s Okura Bush Walkway. Follow this track around the coast, past the historic Dacre Cottage to Dacre Point. At low tide, it is possible to leave the track and walk out right out on the spit. It is possible to wade across the Okura Estuary at low tide (roughly hip-deep at the 4th white marker in from the river mouth) across to the SW end of the cliffs.  Once across the estuary, dry off & veer around the SW end of the cliffs and up into the Long Bay Regional Reserve. Pick up the coastal track that heads SE to the Long Bay. (Note: This track does pass Pohutukawa Bay - a male nudist beach). Caution: you need to make your own water safety assessment - based on amount of recent rain, tides, currents, waves & your own confidence in water. / At higher tides or if you don't want to get wet, you’d be advised to continue on the Okura Bush Track until you reach a spit with a shallower crossing to the ramp at the end of Okura River Rd. Follow this road to the East Coast Road, turn south then NE onto Glenvar Rd. Follow this road all the way down to Long Bay Regional Park.  Extra Info For more information on Wenderholm Regional Park, see www.arc.govt.nz or contact the Auckland Regional Council on Tel: 09 366-2000. For bus transport to/from Long Bay Regional Park, see www.maxx.co.nz. / Potential Hazards Poisons & traps / Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide / River crossings - Never cross flooded rivers  Amenities (End)  Shop - Kiosk in summer; restaurant operating all year. / Duty Ranger 24/7 & Information Board on Park access road.  Closest Town(s) Whangaparaoa or Torbay
-------------------- North Shore City Coastal Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  / Northern Start Long Bay Regional Park / Southern End Devonport  / Distance 23 km / Time 7 hours / Tramping Standard Walking track / Description: (North to South) All-tide route follows cliff top tracks, pedestrian shortcuts, steps and footpaths: Long Bay to Torbay:  From Long Bay, near Marine Education Recreation Centre at the bottom of Beach Road, head up the Oneroa Track to Cliff Road. Go down Cliff Road to Rewi Street, turn left into Rock Isle Road, right into Waiake Street, left onto Beach Road and head down to Waiake Beach (Torbay).  Torbay to Browns Bay Walk along the Waiake beachfront at Torbay, go up Beach Road a little way and turn left into Sharon Road. At the end of Sharon Road, follow the Lotus Walk down to Manly Esplanade and Browns Bay Beach. Browns Bay to Rothesay Bay At the southern end of Browns Bay Beach follow the concrete path to the footbridge, which leads round onto the North Shore City Cliff Top Walkway, up the steps to Beechwood Road, past Dan Jones Bluff and down to Rothesay Bay. Rothesay Bay to Murrays Bay Coming out of the Cliff Top Walkway at Rothesay Bay, follow the path across the footbridge, through the reserve, and up into Rothesay Bay Road. From there turn left into Churchill Road, and just before the road curves right, head down Gumdiggers Trail and onto the Cliff Top Walkway, to emerge on Murrays Bay Reserve.  Murrays Bay to Mairangi Bay From the reserve at the northern end of Murrays Bay, walk along the beachfront and then up the steps to the Cliff Top Walkway at the southern end of the beach. This leads up and over, to come out on Mairangi Bay beachfront. Mairangi Bay to Campbells Bay From Mairangi Bay Beach head up Forde Way to Whitby Crescent. Turn left into Whitby and a little way along find Te Araroa signs pointing up Sea Dog Alley to View Road. Head left down View Road until you reach the Possum Ladder track on the left. This will take you down to Campbells Bay.  Campbells Bay to Castor Bay Walk along Campbells Bay Beach, and up Huntly Road to Beach Road. Stay on Beach Road as far as JF Kennedy Memorial Park. Go through the park to the eastern edge and follow the track through to Rahopara Historic Reserve. From here take the path down to Castor Bay Reserve. Castor Bay to Milford From The Esplanade at Castor Bay there is no access, at any time of the tide, around the beach to Milford. Wairau Creek cannot be safely forded. At the southern end of Castor Bay Esplanade turn right along the concrete path, and follow it left to climb the steps between the houses, emerging on Beach Road at the top of the hill. From there go down to Inga Road, and across the road bridge over Wairau Creek. Turn left into Omana Road, left again into Craig Road and go round to the end of Craig Road and onto Milford beach. Milford to Takapuna You can walk all the way along the beach and rocks from the northern end of Milford Beach to the southern end of Takapuna Beach. Between Milford Beach and Takapuna Beach the route follows the North Shore City heritage trail Takapuna – Milford Walk and crosses private property thanks to the owners’ goodwill. Please respect the environment and the privacy of local residents, and do not trespass on private property outside the described route. The pathway in this area is not properly constructed so please take care. Neither North Shore City Council, Te Araroa Trust, nor the private property owners accept any responsibility for any loss, damage or injury to you or your property arising from your use of this walkway. Takapuna to Devonport From the southern end of Takapuna Beach, head up Clifton Road to Lake Road. Walk down past Takapuna Grammar School and Belmont Intermediate School, turn left into Winscombe Road, and then right along Seacliffe Avenue and Hamana Street. At Old Lake Road, turn left to reach Narrow Neck Beach. From the southern end of the beach follow Vauxhall Road up and over, down to Bath Street on your left. At Bath Street turn left to reach Cheltenham Beach and walk along the sand as far as Cheltenham Road. You may leave the beach at Cheltenham Road, and walk straight through to Devonport, or you may go to the end of the beach and up North Head to come down Takarunga Road. Then head left along King Edward Parade to finish at Devonport Wharf.  From here, you can catch a Fullers ferry to link with the next stage of Te Araroa, Auckland’s coast to coast walk.  Caution: Parts of the signed route are very steep. There are steps and narrow grassy tracks which may become slippery in wet weather.  At low tide only:  It is possible to walk almost all the way on the shoreline, but North Shore City Council does not recommend this route. Rocks may be very slippery and unstable underfoot, and there are high unstable cliffs above you.  You will need to take careful note of the time of low tide, as there are several points where you can be cut off by the rising water. If you want to walk the whole way during one low tide, prepare to do some wading. Alternatively, break the walk part way, and complete it at low tide the following day. All walkers must come inshore between Castor Bay Esplanade and Milford Beach to cross Wairau Creek on the Inga Road bridge. There is no foreshore route between these two beaches. Wairau Creek cannot be safely forded at any stage of the tide. If you are unsure of the state of the tide, please follow the signed all-tide route. Link to Map: http://www.northshorecity.govt.nz/PDFs/Te_Araroa_walkway_map.pdf  Extra Info Signage:   Te Araroa logos, markers on posts, and small Council-Te Araroa fingerboards on poles mark the all-tide route. For more information on Wenderholm Regional Park, see www.arc.govt.nz or contact the Auckland Regional Council on Tel: 09 366-2000. For bus transport to/from Long Bay Regional Park, see www.maxx.co.nz. Amenities (Start Shop - Kiosk in summer; restaurant operating all year. Duty Ranger 24/7 Amenities (On Route) Shop Cafes, dairies & nearby shopping centres /  Phone /  Accommodation / Bus stops  Amenities (End) Full range of amenities / Closest Town(s) North Shore City & its town centres 

-------------------- Coast to Coast Walkway (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Ferry Terminal, Quay Street, Auckland's CBD / Southern End Beachcroft Ave, Onehunga, Manukau Harbour / Distance 16 kms / Time 4-5 hours / Tramping Standard Walking track Description: (North to South) The hike that defines Auckland (& just follow the link to a printable route map): The isthmus Auckland has long been known as Tamaki Makaurau - the spouse desired by a hundred lovers." All who saw it for its fertile volcanic slopes sheltered fishing sites and access to the greatest waterway in New Zealand, the Waikato River, desired it. The Coast to Coast walk takes you through landscapes shaped by 600 years of Maori occupation, and through some of our finest natural and built heritage areas - woodland settings, windswept hills, charming parks and gardens, captivating architectural treasures, and fascinating geological landforms - all offering glimpses of times gone by. You will also experience panoramic views stretching across Auckland city and the region. Most impressive is the vista of Auckland's waterfront playground, the Hauraki Gulf, including the distinctive cone shape of Rangitoto Island. The Auckland isthmus is New Zealand's narrowest neck of land, never more than nine kilometres from north to south and less than two kilometres east to west. Given the distance, Maori used these as canoe portages, from the Waitemata Harbour and Pacific Ocean on one side, to the Manukau Harbour and Tasman Sea on the other. Trail viewpoints also show: To the north; the waters of the Waitemata Harbour, the islands of the Hauraki Gulf and  the 600-year-old symmetrically-shaped shield volcano, Rangitoto.  To the northeast; an old volcanic chain, the Coromandel Range.  To the east;  the uplifted greywacke bulk of the Hunua Ranges.  To the south;  the more gentle rise of the Bombay Hills, another old volcanic field. To the west;   the remnants of a once-mighty volcanic chain, the Waitakere Range. To the south-west; the vast Manukau Harbour. The volcanoes Regarded as still active, Auckland's volcanic field is geologically young, having produced mainly small-sized cones. Its pocket-sized volcanoes first erupted through the underlying isthmus rock over 50,000 years ago. The Coast to Coast walkway passes five volcanic sites. Albert Park, now a green shoulder of the Central Business District, is a small, now barely-recognisable volcano. The Domain volcano retains its central scoria cone, called Pukekaroa, and the smooth encircling mound from its initial eruption - the tuff ring. The walkway crosses the scoria cone and exits over the tuff ring to sidle past an adjacent scoria cone at Outhwaite Park. Many rock walls made from the extracts of the old lava flows shape the trail’s approach to Maungawhau (Mt Eden). To see a remnant of the old field and its original forest cover, follow the detour marked on the map. The trail crosses Maungawhau summit, at 196 metres the highest summit in the isthmus. The summit crater is virtually unmodified. Maungakiekie (One Tree Hill) has three craters, two breached and one intact. The Coast to Coast walkway passes over the 183 metre high summit. Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities  / Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities / Amenities (End)  / Bus stop:  Closest Town(s) Auckland
-------------------- Mangere Bridge Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start South end Coast to Coast walk / Southern End Ambury Park Campground / Distance 7.5 kilometres / Time Two hours /Tramping Standard Walking track / Description (North to South) From the end of the Coast to Coast at Onehunga Bay lagoon head west along Beachcroft Avenue for 500 metres to cross the four-lane Hugh Watt Drive on a foot bridge to Orpheus Drive.  Follow Orpheus Drive east along the Manukau foreshore. This little-used road changes to a footpath as it to skirts the Port of Onehunga. A few hundred metres along the footpath, watch for a small path leading away towards the harbour - it's marked by a cycleway symbol. Follow the path up to reach the the Old Mangere Bridge. The piles of the old bridge were founded on a lava crust from nearby Mangere Mountain, and over the years the bridge footings broke through that crust and sank slightly. As a result it's bike and foot traffic only here, and it's a favourite local fishing spot.  Once you've crossed the Manukau Harbour on the bridge, head west along Kiwi Esplanade, following the coastal margin for 3 kilometres to Ambury Regional Park. Turn south after entering the park, and follow the track around another few hundred metres to the main park headquarters, including a ranger’s house, and a fairly basic campground - fresh water on tap, loos, and a barbeque. Forward bookings are essential for this $5 campground. See info@arc.govt.nz or ph. 09 3662000. Closest Town(s) Auckland 

-------------------- Mangere Foreshore Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Ambury Park / Southern End Otuataua Stonefields - Ihumatao Quarry Road  Distance Eight kilometres  Time Two hours  Tramping Standard Easy tramping track Description (North to South) Drive via Ambury Road through Ambury Regional Park’s main gates to the main Visitor Reception Area, park there and head straight on down towards the Manukau foreshore and the kissing gates that mark the boundary of Ambury Regional Park. If you’re coming from the Ambury Park campground, go through the Visitor Reception area and head down that same track. Cameron the draughthorse is the main resident on this stretch. Beyond the kissing gates you’ll see the first signage of the Mangere Foreshore track, opened in 2005 as part of Watercare’s Manukau foreshore rehabilitation.Two and a half kilometres into the walk you pass the Mangere Lagoon, part of the Auckland volcanic field. In the 1960s earthworks for the Mangere Sewage Works sludge ponds in the lagoon damaged the scoria cone at the centre of this explosion crater, and the crater itself.  The sewage works handled Auckland’s wastes for 40 years. Its sludge ponds stood on this shore, and its oxidation ponds webbed the sea on the right-hand side of the track all the way out to Puketutu Island. Walk on another kilometre and you’ll see version 2 of the old sewage works, Watercare’s  Wastewater Treatment Plant, opened in 2003. Thirteen hours processing by clarifiers and ultra violet radiation now treats what used to take, by sludge settlement and oxidation, 21 days. These days the sterile solids are trucked away, and the sterile fluids are released on the outgoing tide at the rate of 25 tonnes a second, Auckland's biggest river. Cross the road beyond the plant, head left a short distance up the footpath, and the track then branches right again, skirting dumpgrounds and passing along an avenue of pines, to emerge out at the shoreline again at Oruarangi Creek. There are toilets and a carpark here. Across the pedestrian bridge, a galvanised gate lets you onto a nicely gravelled path that leads past a bird hide, and past white-shell beaches. The overall walk features two bird hides, and you'll pass roost islands that host godwits, lesser knots, wrybills, spoonbills and the distinctive red at-arms slope of the oyster-catchers' bright bills.By now the Otuataua Stonefields are in sight - a good, emphatic, heaped finish. Volcanic vents once effervesced here, and Maori moved in later to trap the sun's warmth, piling up these stones and expanding their kumara-growing season. The Maori garden mounds, the storage pits, and the drystone walls of later Pakeha farmers are still prominent in this area. Head through a galvanised gate into the stonefields, and various paths wind through the old remnants of a previous culture. The stonefields paths exit onto Ihumatao Quarry Road.Closest Town(s) Mangere 

--------------------Auckland Airport Road Walk (Road Connection) OPEN Northern Start Otuataua Stonefields  / Southern End Puhinui Reserve / Distance 10 kilometres Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Road margin Description / (North to South) Exit from the Otuataua Stonefields, onto Ihumatao Quarry Road and follow it up, turn right into Oarangi Road, left into Ihumatao Road - three kilometres -  right into George Bolt Memorial Drive - one kilometre - left into Tom Pearce Drive - four kilometres - then right into Price Road. Follow Price Road for just over a kilometre down to Puhinui Reserve.  Closest Town(s) Manukau City
Waikato

-------------------- Whangamarino Redoubt Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start Skeet Rd, Mercer. Note: Skeet Rd runs immediately parallel to SH1 (on the hill opposite the Service Centre, on the east side) and runs south from Koheroa Rd. It is unsealed and looks like a driveway. / Southern End The Weir on Whangamarino River, Oram Rd, Mercer //Distance 3kms / Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Tramping track / Description: (North to South) This is a very scenic route but the track is basic, hilly and can be slippery - so good footwear and reasonable fitness required. From the southern end of Skeet Rd, keep going straight ahead, following the fenceline and orange markers. When the fence ends, keep following the markers over farmland and through bush. From the high points, there are great views of the Waikato River and the Whangamarino wetland which is the second largest bog and swamp complex in the North Island. Near the southern end of the track is the Whangamarino Redoubt (an historic site from the Maori Wars era). At a stile, you have the choice of going left past remnants of the war entrenchments and through DOC estate or straight ahead down to the Weir over the Whangamarino River and Oram Rd. Amenities (Start)  - very limited on Skeet Rd. / Mercer Service Centre is on the western side of SH1. Amenities (End)  - very limited by Weir over Whangamarino River.  Mercer Service Centre is on the western side of SH1. / Closest Town(s) Mercer 

-------------------- Whangamarino Wetlands Track (Te Araroa Route) CLOSED
--------------------  Whangamarino Road Connection (Bypass) OPEN / Northern Start The Weir on Whangamarino River, Oram Rd, Mercer / Southern End Western end of Dragway Rd (formerly known as Gregory Rd), Meremere (2.5kms south of the former Meremere Power Station, now a recycling centre). / Distance 7 kms / Time 1.5 hours /Tramping Standard Road margin Description: (North to South) From the Weir, follow Oram to the west, carefully cross the railway line and meet with SH1. You can walk on the inland side of SH1 safely from Orams Rd to Meremere township. From Meremere township southwards, you can still walk on the inland side but not quite so comfortably. Cross the highway opposite  Dragway Road using the safety island in the middle of this four-lane highway. Walk the 1.5 kms to the western end of this road. / Amenities (Start) Roadside parking only / Mercer Service Centre is on the western side of SH1. / Amenities (End) Roadside parking only/ Closest Town(s) Meremere
-------------------- Meremere - Rangiriri Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start End of Dragway Road, Meremere /Southern End Junction of SH1/Waikato Expressway & the NE side of the Glenmurray Bridge over the Waikato River, Rangiriri. / Distance 18 kilometres / Time 4-5 hours / Tramping Standard Easy tramping track /  Description: (North to South) Near the end of Dragway Road, an ignimbrite rock marker marks the trail head, engraved with a Waikato River verse from a Topp Twins song. Signage indicates walkers are under the protection of the Ngati Naho taniwha. The first 9.5 kilometres from Dragway Rd to the Te Kauwhata Pumphouse is the most scenic part of the track. It follows farm tracks and the stopbank for three kilometres before ascending hilly terrain to a height of 35 metres, with good river views, before descending again to the flats. Kahikatea, cabbage trees and puketea alongside the trail give a hint of the original riverside vegetation. Soon after, the track passes on to another farm frontage, climbing to another river viewpoint before crossing a swamp on a 30 metre boardwalk and exiting just North of the Pumphouse. (The Pumphouse is accessible by Hall Road, if you want to arrange a pickup by car here). The track continues along the stopbank parallel to Churchill East Road for most of the remaining 8.5 kilometres to Rangiriri. (The un-busy road is an option if you don’t like moving past occasional cattle). Two kilometres south of the Pumphouse, watch for Tarahanga, an island that was used in former times as a Maori sentry post to detect invaders on the river. High priests here once uttered powerful incantations and sounded alarms through a rock structure known as Te Pahuu o Ngati Pou, warning of any impending danger. Three kilometres along this route, the track diverts on to the road for nearly 2 kms, then returns to the stopbank again for the final 2 kms. This last section sometimes grazes young bulls so, if you'd prefer, the road is again an option. The trail ends near an old redoubt where, in 1863, British troops fought Waikato warriors in a bloody encounter. The nearby Rangiriri Battle Site Heritage Centre displays military relics and an audio-visual of the battle.  Hazards: Track is impassable when the river is in flood. The Waikato is a dangerous river. Swimming is NOT recommended. Water erosion may undermine the bank near the river edge.  Amenities (Start) Roadside parking only - grassy area, room for 4 cars. / Amenities (End) Shop at Rangiriri. Accommodation & food at the Rangiriri Hotel, Talbot Street, Rangiriri, Phone 07 826 3476 / Closest Town(s) Rangiriri 

-------------------- Rangiriri - Huntly Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN / Northern Start On the SW side of the Glenmurray Bridge over the Waikato River, Rangiriri  / Southern End Sculpture park carpark, in front of the Huntly Power Station, Te Ohaki Rd, Huntly. / Distance 14 kms / Time 4 hours / Tramping Standard Easy tramping track / Description: (North to South) Signage at the track start offers walkers the protection of the taniwha, Tarakokomako, and names the seven now-vanished ancestral villages and the two existing marae en route. There's a stile to take you across the first fence to this riverside track which runs parallel to Te Ohaki Rd. On a clear day, you'll see the orange-topped chimneys of the Huntly Power station standing in the distance. That's the destination. 1.5 kms in, past Maurea Marae, there's a monument to the Ngati Naho chief, Te Wheoro, whose personal history embodies the extraordinary stresses of colonial rule on Waikato Maori as they argued strategies to preserve tribal identity. Te Wheoro sided at first with the Crown. In 1857, he spoke against setting up a Maori king and, at the great conference of Maori leaders at Kohimarama in 1860, spoke again in favour of the Government. Governor Grey's British troops invaded Waikato territory in July 1863 and, in November that year, overcame the Maori redoubt at Rangiriri, forcing the Maori King, Tawhiao, out of Ngaruawahia to sanctuary around Waitomo and Te Kuiti. In the years that followed, Te Wheoro acted as an intermediary for the Government's negotiation with the King. As a Maori MP over the next two decades, Te Wheoro witnessed Government decisions he saw as racist and finally became an implacable critic of the Native Land Court. He came to believe local self-government was right for Maori and in 1884, in company with Tawhiao, he travelled to England to petition Queen Victoria for redress of Maori land seizures. At 7 kilometres, the track comes up to the Huntly Golf Course. It cleaves to the river here, keeping behind a screen of trees, safe from the golf balls that ping up the 16th fairway. At the tee, it's safe to come out. The clubhouse is close by and open most weekends for hot food, maybe even a beer. Walkers welcome. The track follows the stopbank out to Te Ohaki Rd, to circumvent the Huntly Power Station's ash ponds. It stays on the road verge for another kilometre before ducking back onto the stopbanks, crossing Maori land between Te Ohaaki Marae and the river, then exits back onto the road. For the last 200 metres it enters shady bush to finish at the sculpture park in front of Huntly Power Station.  Extra Info Look out for the plaque carved with a taniwha and a greeting from Tainui –Kia tupato kia pai to hikoi - Walk the path in safety / Me te titiro whanui, kia koa - Look deeply and learn / Ki nga taonga kei mua i a koe - From your surroundings A short detour beyond the southern trailhead, hidden from sight, is a modernist sculpture — an immense and strikingly Maori figure —with poupou standing up from a reflective pool. This depicts the 1995 settlement of a grievance dating back to the 1860s when the largest land confiscation of any tribe was imposed on Tainui. Hazards: Beware flying golf balls! Also the Waikato River is dangerous. Don't swim in the river. Water erosion may undermine the bank near the river edge. / No camping / No fires / Amenities (Start) Accommodation & food at the Rangiriri Hotel, Talbot Street, Rangiriri. Hosts John and Bev Gear. Phone 07 826 3467. / Amenities (On Route) Accommodation at Parnassus Farmstay, 1.9 kilometres north of the power station on Te Ohaaki Road. Hosts Sharon and David Payne. Ph 07 828 8781 / Clubhouse at Huntly Golf Club / Amenities (End) Full range of amenities at Huntly Township / Carpark / Accommodation at Huntly Hotel - two kilometres beyond the southern trailhead. Walk on to the Huntly West shopping centre, and follow the signs to the rail bridge. The bridge has a walkway, and you could strike the thrill of a coal train en route. The hotel is immediately left of the walkway's eastern exit at 151-161 on Main St. Hosts David Tindall and Rosalyn Oakley. Ph 07 828 7350. Closest Town(s) Huntly & Rangiriri
-------------------- Huntly West Road Walk (Road Connection) OPEN  / northern Start Sculpture Park carpark, in front of the Huntly Power Station, Te Ohaki Rd, Huntly. / Southern End DOC's Hakarimata Scenic Reserve, SE end of Parker Rd, off Hakarimata Rd, SW of Huntly. / Distance 8 kms / Time 2 hours / Tramping Standard Road margin / Description: (North to South) From the Sculpture Park, continue south along footpaths/road margins : Te Ohaki Rd - Harris Rd - Riverview Rd and then (500m into Hakarimate Rd) turn right (south-west) into Parker Road.  Walk 800m along this road to DOC's Hakarimata Scenic Reserve. Hazards one lane bridge over Waioteatua Stream used by quarry trucks. amenities (Start) Car park / Amenities (End) Carpark / Closest Town(s) Huntly & Ngaruawahia
-------------------- Hakarimata Walkway (Te Araroa Route) OPEN Northern Start DOC's Hakarimata Scenic Reserve, SE end of Parker Rd, off Hakarimata Rd, SW of Huntly. /Southern End East side of Waingaro Rd bridge, Ngaruawahia. /Distance 11 kms  / Time 7 - 8 hours /Tramping Standard Tramping track /Description North to South) The Hakarimata Track is steep, hilly and arduous but the bush and views are worth it. The track from Parker Road starts on the Kauri Loop Track which leads up a long flight of steps then levels out to traverse a largely open face with views to the north. Continue up (southwards) from the Lower Lookout through stands of large rimu to the Upper Lookout with its spectacular views to the north and west.Alternatively, take the Kauri Loop Track west of the Lower Lookout to walk on past an old pa site and through bush to the large kauri trees. A few minutes further on, there's the kauri grove bush viewpoint. This loop track takes you through to the Upper Lookout. (This will add on approx 1 hour to your day). The Hakarimata Walkway starts from the Upper Lookout. Head in a southerly direction for 20 minutes to the southern lookout where there are excellent views south across Hamilton.The Walkway continues along the undulating crest of the Hakarimata Range with occasional views out to the west and east.  Approx 500m SE of highpoint 314, there is a rough exit track heading down in an easterly direction past a disused quarry to Hakarimata Rd on the western banks of the Waikato River. It's obviously used by locals as a shortcut to town but it is hand over hand in places. The main ridge track continues southwards to the Hakarimata Trig at 374m high. Walking 200m south of the trig, take an easterly track leading down towards the Mangarata Stream. It comes out on Thickpenny Lane/Brownlee Road area, which connects with Hakarimata Rd. Follow the road south east until reaching the Waingaro Road Bridge over the Waipa River. Track officially ends on the eastern bank.If you are after amenities, continue east across the railway and Great South Road to reach Jesmond St - the main business road in the small township of Ngaruawahia. Extra Info Just north of Hamilton, Ngaruawahia is a significant place for Maori. It is the home of the Maori King and the magnificent Turangawaewae Marae. The marae is open only once a year, during the annual regatta, which is held on the nearest Saturday to the 17th March. Ngaruawahia is located at the junction of two great rivers - Waikato and Waipa. These rivers were once important canoe routes; later they served European settlers. Taupiri Mountain, which watches over Ngaruawahia, is sacred and contains the Waikato’s most significant Maori burial ground. You can walk to the summit for views of the region.  Functional facts: Approx. population 5000, limited accommodation, basic shops.  Accommodation - limited / Basic amenities available in Ngaruawahia Township.  Closest Town(s) Huntly & Ngaruawahia & Hamilton 
--------------------South Ngaruawahia Road Connection (Bypass) OPEN  Northern Start East side of Waingaro Rd Bridge, Ngaruawahia.  Southern End Pukete Rd, North Hamilton (Northern end of Braithwaite Park, past the Pukete Waste Disposal Park, opposite Pukete Wast Disposal Centre)  / Distance 11.5 kms  / Time 3 hours  Tramping Standard Road margin  Description: (North to South) Follow Waingaro Road east across the railway line and on to the Great South Road (main thoroughfare south). Follow it 100m south and turn east into Jesmond Street (Ngaruawahia's main commercial area). Keep walking east to join up with the Waikato Esplanade Road & follow it southwards along the banks of the Waikato River. After 1 km, you will be forced off the esplanade as it is yet to be developed further for walkers. In the meantime, you will need to walk suburban back roads - North St/Thomas St/Croall Cres - and then join SH1 for 7kms. You will finally be able to leave SH1 by turning SE into Pukete Rd for the final 2 kms. Amenities (Start) Basic amenities available in Ngaruawahia Township. Closest Town(s) Ngaruawahia or Hamilton
--------------------Hamilton City Traverse (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Pukete Rd, North Hamilton (Northern end of Braithwaite Park, past the Pukete Waste Disposal Park, opposite Pukete Wast Disposal Centre)   Southern End Taitua Arbortum, Taitua Rd (off Howden, off SH23), Hamilton West.  Distance 16.5 kms  Time 4 hours Tramping Standard Walking track Description (North to South) Follow the Hamilton City River Walk (a combined walk-cycle way) south through Braithwaite Park along the (true left) banks of the Waikato River to just north of the Claudelands Rd (railway) Bridge. From here, you will traverse the city as follows:Leave the walkway and take the exit to Bryce Street and follow it in a SW direction for several blocks. Turn left (SE) into Tristram St; right (SW) into Ward St; veer left (SW) into Tainui St which connects with  Domain Drive. Immediately ahead is the park and walkways around Hamilton Lake (Lake Rotoroa). Taking the walkway in an anti-clockwise direction, you will reach Killarney Rd on the NW side of the lake. Walk westward along this road and through the Drinsdale Roundabout to Whatawhata Rd on the SW side. Follow Whatawhata Rd until turning left (S) into Leong Ave, right (w) into Bremworth Ave which merges into Melva St. At the end of this street, is Tills Lookout. Continue south-westward across farmland on a paved city walk-cycleway, turn left (SW) into Wallace Rd, turn right (NW) into Taitua Road and walk down the road to the Taitua Arboretum.  Extra Info   The Hamilton City River Walk (a combined walk-cycleway) follows both sides of the Waikato River.There is a walkway all the way around Hamilton Lake (Lake Rotoroa).Hamilton's Taitua Arboretum is a collection of mature trees on 20 hectares of open pasture, lakes and woodland gardens linked by a network of walking tracks and bridges. The park also features great views and wonderful bird life.Open 7 days from 8am to half an hour before dusk. Admission free.  Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities can be found in nearby Hamilton CBD. Toilets at various points along official walkways & at public parks.Toilets, a cafe & parking are available on the SE side of Hamilton Lake (a short detour from our through route). Amenities Toilets  Closest Town(s) Hamilton City
--------------------Waipa Walk (Road Connection) OPEN  Northern Start Taitua Arbortum, Taitua Rd (off Howden, off SH23), Hamilton West.  Southern End Start of Kapamahunga Walkway, Old Mountain Road (4.5 km SW from junction with Te Pahu Rd), Whatawhata, West Hamilton  Distance 17.5 kms  Time 4 hours  Tramping Standard Mixed grade Description (North to South) This walk utilises footpaths, back road & SH road margins, pasture & river esplanade.  From the Taitua Arbortum, head W on Taitua Rd, NW into Howden Rd, W into Bowman Rd and follow it all the way to SH23. Walk west on SH23 through the settlement of Whatawhata, over the Waipa River bridge and take the first left (S) into Te Pahu Rd. Here you will leave the road to walk on the true left bank of the Waipa River for a way. Look for a track behind the church, on the river side of the fence, and follow the orange markers. The track runs through pasture and swamp to a footbridge and in places, goes along a farm race - please, always give way to cattle! At one point, the track heads back onto Te Pahu Rd and across a road bridge (Paratawa Stream) before orange markers lead back onto the river reserve. Then it's back onto Te Pahu Rd to the junction with Old Mountain Rd. Walk 4.5 kms SW on Old Mountain Rd (well past the quarry) to the start of the next track - the Kapamahunga Walkway. Potential Hazards River crossings - Never cross flooded rivers - No access along Waipa River banks if in flood. Amenities (On Route) Shop & tavern & fuel at Whatawhata township.  Amenities (End) Roadside parking only - very limited. Closest Town(s) Whatawhata & Hamilton 

--------------------Kapamahunga Walkway (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Old Mountain Road (4.5 km SW from junction with Te Pahu Rd), Whatawhata, West Hamilton  Southern End DOC's picnic area by the Kaniwhaiwha Stream, Limeworks Loop Rd (west of Rolley Rd), north side of Pirongia Mountain.  Distance 10 kms  Time 3 hours  ramping Standard Mixed grade  Description (North to South) This track traverses farmland tracks and back country roads. From Old Mountain Road, follow the orange markers southwards over farmland in the Kapamahunga Range. After 3.5 kms, you pass a rural airstrip on the left and the end of Waikoha Road on the east. Keep following the markers south for another 3 kms to reach Limeworks Loop Road. Follow the road SW until reaching the DOC picnic area by the Kaniwhaiwha Stream.
--------------------Pirongia Traverse (Te Araroa Route) OPEN Northern Start DOC's picnic area by the Kaniwhaiwha Stream, Limeworks Loop Rd (west of Rolley Rd), north side of Pirongia Mountain.  Southern End Junction of Pirongia West Rd with Omanawa Stream. Distance 15 kms  Time 8 hours  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description North to South) This traverse of Pirongia Mountain starts with DOC’s Nikau Walk - an easy stroll south from the Kaniwhaniwha carpark, following the stream across farmland. Shortly after leaving the farmland and just before a circular walk through beautiful native forest, you take the Tahuanui Track leading off to the South-East and a picnic/campsite clearing with toilets and the last opportunity for swimming before starting the ascent to the summit. The Tahuanui Track then climbs steadily up a ridge through stands of tawa to the summit ridge where several tracks converge on the 959m summit of Pirongia.  This would have taken you 4-5 hours so far. 30mins beyond the summit in a westerly direction is the Pahautea Hut. From the Hut, you continue westward on Bell Track but soon turn south onto Tiwatawara Route with its good views to the south. 1km below Hikikiwi Peak and about 600m before Te Akeohikopiro Peak, you take a new spur track heading off in a SW direction. Follow this all the way down to Pirongia West Rd. Extra Info Weather on Pirongia: Weather conditions can change rapidly, especially at higher altitudes. Always carry a change of clothing, wet weather gear and sufficient food to cater for any emergency. Pahautea Hut:  (Grid reference: Topomap mapsheet S15, E2693900, N6354500) is the only hut in the park. It sleeps 6-8 people on two platform bunks with mattresses. It has a water supply but not a fire or cooking facilities, so you should take a portable cooker. There are also campsites and a camping shelter at the hut. Fires are not permitted. What to expect on a tramping track: Track is mostly unformed with steep, rough or muddy sections  Suitable for people with good fitness. Moderate to high level backcountry skills and experience, including navigation and survival skills required  Track has markers, poles or rock cairns. Expect unbridged stream and river crossings  Tramping/hiking boots required.  Potential Hazards Poisons & traps Small stream crossings Amenities (Start) Car park / Picnic area Toilets Amenities (On Route) Basic camp site Accommodation Pahautea Hut with shelter, mattresses & water. Amenities (End) No amenities / Closest Town(s) Pirongia
--------------------Pirongia South Walk (Road Connection) OPEN  Northern Start Junction of Pirongia West Rd with Omanawa Stream.  Southern End A small carpark & stile on Honikiwi Road - it's approx. 150m west of the junction with Kaimango Rd and by a formed farm track (Gayne Road on the topo map), and approx 27kms west of the junction between Honikiwi Rd & SH 31, near Otorohonga.  Distance 17.5 kms  Time 3 - 4 hours  Tramping Standard Road margin Description (North to South) This walk largely follows back country roads with one section on the margin of a state highway.  From the Omanawa Stream, follow Pirongia West Rd in an southerly direction. After 2 kms, you'll reach the intersection with Pekanui Rd. Cross over it and continue S/S-W along Te Rauamoa Rd. After 5.5 kms, you'll reach SH 31/Kawhia Rd. Turn SE (left) and follow it 2.7kms and turn SW (right) into Kaimango Rd. Follow it for 8.5 kms to reach a T intersection with Honikiwi Road. Turn W (right) and walk 50m to the small carpark on the S side of the road.Amenities (End) Carpark - small area for 3 or 4 cars.Closest Town(s) Otorohanga (30kms away) 

 -------------------Mahoe Forest Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN (Closed annually 1 Aug - 1 Oct for lambing)  Northern Start A small carpark & stile on Honikiwi Road - it's approx. 150m west of the junction with Kaimango Rd and by a formed farm track (Gayne Road on the topo map), and approx 27kms west of the junction between Honikiwi Rd & SH 31, near Otorohonga. Southern End DOC's Waitomo Walkway carpark, Waitomo Village, Te Anga Rd, Waitomo  Distance 25 kms Time 10 hours Tramping Standard Tramping track Descriptionm (North to South) This is a sometimes steep, rough tramping track with some back country road walking.From Honikiwi Rd, cross the stile onto a formed farm road and follow the orange markers. 500m after the rural airstrip, look out for double orange markers. It is not obvious but the track goes over a stile here (while the formed farm road continues on) and into a bush track on an old timber trail. Keep following the orange markers over high point #405 and past #513 – Omarama, and through to a woolshed near the N end of Mahoe Rd. Take the gravel Mahoe Road (which is obvious) and keep heading south until reaching a DOC sign "Mahoe Forest. Turn E (left) onto the DOC track (which is still being built) which follows a boundary fence with a farm. After 1.5 kms, cross a stile and follow the orange markers onto private, open farmland and across to the next stile which takes you back into bush. Keep to the bush track in an E/SE direction to the end of Ngatapuwae Rd.Walk the length of Ngatapuwae Rd (S/SE) into Te Anga Rd. 20m along it (SW from the junction), look for orange markers over a stile into DOC bush. The track goes down a limestone cliff face on private land and joins up with DOC's Waitomo Walkway which meanders beside the Waitomo Stream through a mixture of shady forest and open farmland.  Turn east and follow the track into Waitomo Village. (Note: The Waitomo Walkway crosses Te Anga Rd, so it is possible to walk the final 1 km to Waitomo Village along the road). Potential Hazards: River crossings -   Amenities (Start) Roadside parking only - room for 3 or 4 cars. Amenities (End) Carpark  Toilets  Shop  Phone Accommodation Closest Town(s) Otorohanga or Waitomo or Te Kuiti 

-------------------- Pehitawa Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN (Partly closed for lambing 1 Aug-1 Oct annually)  Northern Start DOC's Waitomo Walkway carpark, Waitomo Village, Te Anga Rd, Waitomo  Southern End Brook Park Reserve, SH3, (north side of) Te Kuiti  Distance 12.5 kms  Time 6 hours  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description (North to South) This is a medium-grade tramp, largely on farms and in bush but includes a small portion of road margin. The track is steep sometimes. Expect hills with 150-metre ascents and descents. It pauses on top of high karsts to stare across the King Country's low agriculture and tumbled limestone hills that rise to formidable volcanic summits – north to Pirongia, east to Pureora, and south to Ruapehu.  From Waitomo Village, take a short road walk east along Te Anga Rd, turn south into Fullerton Rd. Follow it for 1 km until you see a stile on the east (lefthand) side. Cross the stile and follow the orange markers across open farmland (take time to locate them as there are a few confusing spots around here). Continue under pylons, across another stile into the Burton farm (private land), up through bush and over a stile at the high point, follow the fenceline south over a saddle to the southern corner at the next high point, follow down through bush, cross a bridged stream. Follow the markers along a ridgeline onto a farm track, over a stile and follow the southern (righthand) marked fence to the next stile; then continue on down to a farm race (giving way to any animals found on it). Look for a stile on the NE (lefthand) side after crossing a farm bridge over a stream and then head for a suspension bridge over the Mangapu River. Once over the suspension bridge, the track heads through Pehitawa Forest  (Queen Elizabeth II Trust-covenanted land and one of the finest remaining stands of Kahikatea trees). Follow markers up a ridgeline to a fence near the top of the hill and over a stile to Oparure Rd. The following section is closed for lambing 1 Aug – 1 Oct each year (it can be avoided by walking east on Gadsby Rd to SH3):  Cross over a stile on the southern side of Oparure Rd onto private farmland. At the top of a hill, are 2 stiles separated by a farm race. Just 50m NE of here is a viewing point of historical pohutukawa and holly trees (see information below). Beyond these stiles, you will cross a bridged stream, another stile and then veer to the west (right). Partly up the next paddock, past a small stand of trees is the next marker & stile onto Gadsby Rd. On the southern side of Gadsby Rd, cross over another stile to get back onto farmland and head south to trig point 263, then turn sharply E/NE to scramble through the pines to link up first with Brook Park Reserve’s Red Trail, then the Blue Trail to exit on SH3 on the northern outskirts of Te Kuiti.   Amenities (Start) Car park / Picnic area / Toilets / Shop / Phone / Serviced Campsite / Accommodation // Amenities (End) Full range of amenities (basic ones) in Te Kuiti Carpark at the Te Kumi Road entrance. Picnic area Toilets by the Somerville Memorial. Closest Town(s) Waitomo or Te Kuit
--------------------Te Kuiti Walk (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Brook Park Reserve, SH3, (north side of) Te Kuiti  Southern End Mangaokewa Reserve, south side of Te Kuiti (access road off SH 30 & under the Waiteti railway viaduct)  Distance 6 kms  Time 1.5 hours  Tramping Standard Mixed grade  Description (North to South) This walk is a mix paved walkway and road margin through Te Kuiti, then riverside track.   From Brook Park Reserve, head south on SH3 for 300m towards Te Kuiti main centre. Turn east onto Rora St over the railway lines and follow the loop road past the school/camp ground. Move onto the paved Riverside Walkway on the true left of the Mangaokewa Stream. This will take you through town until Rangitoto Rd immediately south of the shopping area. Turn west (right) onto the road and walk out to SH30. Walk SE on SH 30 for 1.4 kms and then turn SE (left) into Beros Rd. Walk to the SE end of this road and re-join the Mangaokewa Stream in the Mangaokewa Reserve. Follow the riverside track southwards for 1.5 kms to the Mangaokewa reserve carpark. (Note: this track is walkable now although work is continuing on it during summer 2009/10). Extra Info Mangaokewa Reserve is a pleasant place for picnics, overnight camping, bush walks, swimming and other passive recreational activities. Public toilets are available within the picnic area. Potential Hazards Vehicles on road or track Avoid this track when the river is in flood. Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities (basic ones) in Te Kuiti. Car park at the Te Kumi Road entrance to Brook Park. Toilets by the Somerville Memorial in Brook Park.
-------------------- Mangaokewa River Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Mangaokewa Reserve, south side of Te Kuiti (off SH 30 & under the railway viaduct).  Southern End North end of Mangaokewa North Rd, off Managokewa Rd (2.5 kms from SH30), Mangaokewa.  Distance 15 kms  Time 5 hours  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description (North to South) In the Mangaokewa Reserve, this track follows the Mangaokewa River throughout. It does not have destination signage right now but the stiles are in place, also the orange markers, a bridge across one big gut, and corduroy swamp crossings. From the North end, be aware that other tracks lead away on both sides of the river so don't cross the little swing bridge (a signposted track leads away over the bridge to a waterfall a couple of kilometres upriver). Our track is on the true left of the river - i.e. as you face upstream, it leads into the bush on the right hand/west side of the river. The first 2.5 kms of bush is groomed and nearly predator free thanks to the Mangaokewa Reserve Trust, which has also released native birds in there. You’ll pass a huge kahikatea, and through the riverside bush may glimpse stalactites encrusting the far edge of the limestone gorge. The trail then crosses a fence we put in to keep sheep out of the reserve and breaks into farmland. Just beyond here you’ll see one of the best sights of the walk - primeval forest on the far side of the river - the unfarmed side. The track stays on farmland, passes an abandoned dunny, glissades through totara groves and has some great picnic spots on the way through. It enters the shade of pine and eucalypt forest near the southern end, then follows a farm track that takes you through to Mangaokewa North Road (note: there'll be a gate on a grass median track which evolves into a road). N ote: There's no camping or accommodation here. If wanting to be picked up, you'll need to have pre-organised transport out - it's a long way from anywhere and there's zilch traffic.  Avoid when river is in flood Amenities (Start) Car park  Picnic area Toilets
--------------------Mangaokewa Road Walk (Road Connection) OPEN   Northern Start North end of Mangaokewa North Rd, off Managokewa Rd (2.5 kms from SH30), Mangaokewa.  Southern End Pureora Forest Park, Barryville Rd (3kms off SH30 & 54 km by road from Te Kuiti).   Distance 38.5 kms  Time 10 hours  Tramping Standard Road margin  Description  (North to South) This walk is mostly on back country roads plus 8km on forest roads through a pine plantation.  Walk approximately 3.5 kms south down Mangaokewa North Rd and turn SE (left) onto Mangaokewa Rd and follow it in an easterly direction for approx. 8.5 kms where it'll turn northwards for 2kms, then turn easterly again (at the intersection with Waipa Valley Rd on the west side). Keep following it (it starts to turn south) for another 7.5 kms to just past a landing strip on the west side of the road. Turn sharply NE into Beaver Rd (a private Maori road). Follow Beaver Rd NE (for 3 kms) and cross over a stile into Horikino Forest. Follow the orange markers (and some of the Upper Waipa River) for 8 kms to traverse this pine plantation - firstly on a forest track which becomes Waitaramona Rd (ignoring the numerous side tracks) .  From the edge of the pine forest, it is then 1.5 kms south to SH30. Turning NE, follow SH 30 for 2 kms until turning south into Barryville Rd. From here, it's 3 kms south to DOC's Pureora Forest Park. Extra Info DOC's Pureora Field Base  198 Barryville Road, Pureora (off State Highway 30. It is 20 kms east of Bennydale) Phone: +64 7 878 1080  Doc's accommodation options include: Ngaherenga campsite & the Pureora cabins (self-contained) in the beautiful surroundings of Pureora Forest Park (which lies between Te Kuiti, Taumaranui and Lake Taupo and is easily accessed by SH 30 and SH 32). Note: There is no retail shop or petrol station at Pureora.  Potential Hazards Requirements Forestry operations - Track may be closed occasionally No camping other than Pureora's camp site unless arranged with private landowners. Local landowner who may be able to provide contacts is Keith Buswell Ph: +7 878-6262 or email buz@actrix.co.nz  Amenities (End) Carpark   Picnic area Toilets  Basic camp site managed by DOC Accommodation - there are DOC cabins available. DOC field office  Closest Town(s) Benneydale or the larger settlement of Te Kuiti
--------------------Toitoi & Hauhungaroa Tracks (Bypass) OPEN   Northern Start Pureora Forest Park, Barryville Rd (3kms off SH30 & 54 km by road from Te Kuiti).   Southern End The eastern road end, Mangakahu Rd, Mangakahu Valley, 29 kms NE of Taumarunui.   Distance 51  Time 3-4 days  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description  (North to South) Walk east for 600m along Barryville Rd and take the first right (Link Rd) and head E/SE through DOC’s Pureora Forest Park to Toitoi Rd. From the carpark at the end of this road, the Toitoi Track leads up to the summit of Mt Pureora (1 hr 30min). Here you will have some of the King Country's most panoramic views of Lake Taupo, Mt Ruapehu and the Kaimanawa Ranges. From the summit, the route follows DOC’s Hauhungaroa Track through the Hauhungaroa Ranges. We drop down eastwards fo r 700m before turning southwards to Bog Inn Hut (3 hours 30 min).  After skirting the Bog, climb the ridge to Mt Weraroa at 1088m (3 hours), turn east and drop steeply to the Waihora Track (1 hour 30 min). The track continues onto the Waihaha Hut (4 hours). Continue upstream from the Waihaha Hut on the true left of the Waihaha River. Just to the south of Te Awaiti Stream the track turns southwest and climbs the ridge onto the crest of the Hauhungaroa Range.  Te Araroa hopes to develop a new track south from here in the near future but, in the meantime, we take a detour by continuing on DOC’s Hauhungaroa Track.  The track follows the crest of the Hauhungaroa Range south and continues to the Hauhungaroa Hut (7 hours from Waihaha Hut)  From the Hauhungaroa Hut continue following the crest south past Mt Motere before dropping down to the head of the Mangakahu Valley and the road end (2 hours 30 min). Extra Info DOC Huts in the Pureora Forest Park: Bog Inn Hut -  4 bunks, mattresses & heating Topo50 maps - Grid reference: NZTM2000, E1828988, N5726201 Waihaha Hut - 10 bunks, mattresses & heating Topo50 maps - Grid reference: NZTM2000, E1826193, N5713768 Hauhungaroa Hut – 6 bunks, mattresses & heating Topo50 maps - Grid reference: NZTM2000, E1818816, N5707937 Note: Hut tickets must be purchased from DOC offices prior to your tramp. Fees per night are: Adults $5 per night, child $2.50 per night  Picnic area / Toilets / Basic camp site / Amenities (On Route) DOC Huts / Amenities (End) Roadside parking only / Closest Town(s) Bennydale, Te Kuiti or Taumaranui 

Whanganui
-------------------- Tongariro Alpine Crossing (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Carpark at the end of Ketetahi Road, 1km off SH 46.  Southern End Carpark at the end of Mangatepopo Road, 6km off State Highway 47, Tongariro National Park  Distance 19.4 kms   Time 6-8 hours  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description (North to South) The Tongariro Alpine Crossing track passes over varied and spectacular volcanic terrain. A cold mountain spring, lava flows, an active crater, steam vents, emerald-coloured lakes and magnificent views combine to make this challenging, enjoyable and memorable hike. Note: Te Araroa track descriptions work from North to South whereas DOC encourages trampers to walk the Tongariro Alpine Crossing in the other direction – from South to North.  So be aware, the crossing is a very popular tramp and following these instructions, you will be going against the tide.  From the Ketetahi Road end, the track goes through a cool podocarp-hardwood forest which is a relaxed contrast to the coming long ascent to the Ketetaki Hut. The track travels alongside a stream polluted with minerals from Ketetahi Springs and, at two points, passes over the tongue of a lava flow from Te Maari Crater. From the forest bush line, the track winds its way up and up and up, through tussock slopes past the Ketetahi Springs to the Ketetahi Hut. Note: The Ketetahi Springs are on private land. The Ketetahi Trust, representing the landowners, has given permission for trekkers to cross part of their land but this does not include access to Ketetahi Springs. Please respect this restraint and follow the poled route  From the Ketetahi Hut, the track ascends further before sidling down around the flanks of North Crater to the Blue Lake and over the Mars-like Central Crater. Then it’s past the three water-filled explosion craters called the Emerald Lakes; their brilliant greenish colour is caused by minerals which have leached from the adjoining thermal area. (The Tongariro Northern Circuit track to Oturere Hut branches off to the left at the lowest lake). Taking care on the loose stones and gravel on the track as you ascend steeply to the summit of Red Crater (1886 metres), the highest point on the Tongariro Alpine Crossing. From there, you can get views of Mt Tongariro and a side trip can be taken along a poled route leading to its summit (2 hours return).  You can also smell the sulphur, evidence that Red Crater is still active. The Tongariro Alpine Crossing track then continues along a poled route down the ridge leading to South Crater. For the fit and enthusiastic, Mt Ngauruhoe can be climbed as a three-hour return side trip from here. A poled route leads off the main track to the base of Ngauruhoe; from there the route follows a rock ridge directly uphill toward the summit. This route is not marked.  From Mangatepopo Saddle between Mount’s Ngauruhoe and Tongariro, you can be rewarded, on a clear day, by views of Mt Taranaki to the west. Then it’s a steep descent (down the Devil’s Staircase) to the head of the Mangatepopo Valley where a short side track leads to Soda Springs. The track then makes its way down the Mangatepopo Valley, at a gentle gradient alongside a stream and around the edges of old lava flows. Once past a side track to Mangatepopo Hut, the carpark at Mangatepopo Road is only 30 minutes away. Water:  Water from the upper Mangatepopo stream, Emerald Lakes and Ketetahi Springs is not suitable for drinking due to high mineral content. There is no drinkable water available between the head of the Mangatepopo Valley and Ketetahi Hut. Respect the water supply at Ketetahi Hut as this is limited and is the supply for those staying at the Hut.Treat all water in the Park. Flora & Fauna: The Soda Springs are an oasis for the moisture loving yellow buttercups and white foxgloves. The porous surface of new lava, its blacker colour absorbing much of the sun’s heat, is a harsh environment for plants. Simple colonising mosses and lichens are the first to establish, followed years later by successively larger plants each taking advantage of the slow build up of precious soil. This succession of plant communities is evident on the lava flows of varying ages that have flowed from the crater of Ngauruhoe.  Potential Hazards Weather extremes : This is an alpine crossing and weather conditions can turn dangerous very quickly. Always check the weather forecast and take local advice. Always carry warm and wind-proof clothing! Pole route markers may be difficult to see in foggy conditions  Amenities Toilets / Amenities (On Route) Toilets near Soda Springs../ Accommodation at DOC's Ketetahi & Mangatepopo Huts / Amenities (End) Carpark Toilets / Closest Town(s) National Park, Turangi or Taumarunui 

Manawatu
-------------------- Bulls Bridge To Feilding Summer Route (Te Araroa Route) OPEN (October to May)  Northern Start Bulls Bridge  Southern End Kowhai Park, South Street, Feilding  Distance 19km  Time 3 1/2 to 4 hours  Tramping Standard Mixed grade  Description  (North to South)  Bulls Bridge to Ngaio/Wilsons Rd Intersection  - Approx 7 km Leaving Bulls follow the footpath on southwest side of  highway crossing the bridge over the Rangitikei  River. At junction of Tangimoana Rd, cross State Highway One to Wightmans Rd. From here the route is well marked on posts containing Te Araroa logo’s and chevrons.Looking south, Wightmans Rd gives excellent view of the Tararua Ranges from Palmerston North south and the wind turbines can be seen located north and south of the Manawatu Gorge. On the left are excellent views of the meandering  Rangitikei River. Passing some of the Ohakea Defence Base outbuildings, continue along Wightmans Rd until reaching the intersection with Hurst Rd. Thirty metres past Hurst Rd on left is a stile alongside a double gate. Crossing the stile, the route passes through private land. By agreement with owner, no dogs are allowed and no firearms are to be carried. Vehicles are not permitted. Follow the track leading down the terrace towards the river to where a second stile is crossed.  Please note public access through private land is not permitted June to October. Alternative access for this period is via Hurst Road and Wilson Road. The trail is marked heading northeast following the Rangitikei River for approx 2 km until reaching a point where the marked route ascends to the top of the river terrace and follows the fence line east along the terrace, with excellent views upstream on the Rangitikei River. Again this is private land; no dogs, firearms or vehicles permitted and again access is not permitted from June to October. After approx 1km the trail crosses the fence and turns south, following the lower edge of a pine plantation to end where a short farm lane leads onto Ngaio Road Extension.  Follow this road for 0.7 km until reaching the Wilsons Rd/Ngaio Rd intersection where the Ohakea Radar Station is located. Ngaio/Wilsons Rd Intersection to Mt Biggs School  - Approx 5 km  Cross Wilsons Rd heading East along Ngaio Rd to Mt Lees Reserve. Originally part of Ngaio Station which encompassed the area between Feilding and the Rangitkei River, Mt Lees is now a scenic reserve but provides accommodation, as well as providing morning and afternoon teas  and catering for functions. The bushwalks around this reserve are a good side trip with some impressive specimen trees. Further information is available at www.mtlees.co.nz . Going east, Ngaio Rd leads onto the Mt Stewart Halcombe Rd. From this intersection to Sandon Rd by Mt Biggs School ( approximately 1 km) the Ruahine Ranges are visible.   Mt Biggs School to Kowhai Park   Approx 7 km Continue east along Sandon Rd. for 1.5 km, passing Te Rakehou Rd veering south east until reaching the Lees Rd intersection .The trail follows Sandon Rd a further 3.5 km turning into Ranfurly Rd which leads into the suburban area of Feilding. (On Ranfurly Road there are great views of both the Ruahine and Tararua Ranges, windfarms on the ranges, and Kapiti Island on a clear day.) At West St, turn right for 300m then left into South St.  Continue 200m to reach Kowhai Park.  An interesting walk and alternative to the main trail is from the Lees Road/Sandon Road intersection. Follow Lees Road to the Awahuri Road intersection, turn right for about 1 kilometre and then turn left into Kawakawa Road.  Enter Kitchener Park follow the boardwalk and walkway beside the Makino Stream and alonside Manfield crossing Rimu Street to Kowhai Park exit to meet the trail on South Street.  This alternative is not marked with Te Araroa signage.  Outside the Kowhai Park entrance, the Feilding town centre is seen with the clock tower prominent and is a 600 metre walk. For things to do and other information about Feilding (not mis spelt but named after Colonel Feilding) go to www.feilding.co.nz . Amenities (End) Full range of amenities 1 km to Feilding Shopping Centre
-------------------- Feilding to Fitzherbert Bridge (Te Araroa Route) OPEN   Northern Start Outside Kowhai Park, South Street, Feilding  Southern End Fitzherbert Bridge, Palmerston North  Distance 22 kms  Time 3 1/2 to 4 hours  Tramping Standard Mixed grade  Description (North to South)  Feilding to Palmerston North  -  22 km Feilding to Bunnythorpe. Approx 8 km  From Kowhai Park, continue east along South St to the end, passing the Feilding Sale Yards on left. Renowned at one time as the largest sale yards for selling sheep in the southern hemisphere, they are worthy of a visit on a Friday, Friday being “sale day” when the country comes to town From South St, cross the road and turn right into Aorangi St. A combined cycleway/footpath for 1km crosses the Oroua River. At the next intersection the route turns left, crosses the North Island Main Trunk Railway and continues south along Campbell Road adjacent to the railway line, passing the Taonui Aerodrome (home to the Feilding Aero Club) until reaching the township of Bunnythorpe  Bunnythorpe to Riverside Walkway  Approx 9  km The footpath through Bunnythorpe passes the old Glaxo factory, which was the birthplace of Glaxo in 1904, now the worlds 2nd largest multinational pharmaceutical firm. Leading onto Stony Creek Rd, the route veers away for 500m before turning right at Clevelly Line back toward the railway line. Without crossing railway turn left (south) into Sangsters Rd.  At end of the road the trail continues along the legally designated road reserve. Crossing several fencelines via gates or stiles and a bridged drain, the route comes to a rail crossing at Richardsons Line. Te Araroa crosses the railway and continues left along Railway Road on the western side of the railway for 600m to Roberts Line.   Te Araroa follows south along Roberts Line to Kelvin Grove Road, the edge of Palmerston North residential area. Crossing Kelvin Grove Rd, a sealed pathway leads to Lydia Place, a cul de sac which again leads back onto Roberts Line and through the residential area of  Kelvin Grove. It crosses another railway line (leading to the Manawatu Gorge and the East Coast). Roberts Line ends shortly after at State Highway 3, also known as Napier Rd After crossing SH3, follow Te Matai Rd veering right into Riverside Drive. It is then a short walk to the road end where it meets with the Riverside Walkway along the Manawatu River leading to the Fitzherbert Bridge. Riverside Drive to Fitzherbert Bridge 6km  An easy walk on level contour along the Bridle Track, it is a short walk down a fenced right of way and then follows down along the Manawatu River. A popular area well used by residents for walking and cycling, it has numerous access points along the walk before reaching the Fitzherbert Bridge. (Note golf courses, the Fitzroy Bend, old industry such as the shingle works and the Massey College of Education.)  Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities Feilding shops only 1 km away Shop Shopping Centre 1km from start A/ menities (End) Full range of amenities 1.5km to full city facilities. / Serviced Campsite 1km to Motor Camp / Accommodation Full range of accommodation in city. 
--------------------Fitzherbert Bridge to Burttons Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Fitzherbert Bridge  Southern End Gordon Kear Forest, Scotts Road  Distance 26 km  Time 6 hours  Tramping Standard Mixed grade  Description  (North to South) FitzherbertBridge to Old West Rd 4km Leaving the Bridle trail before the Fitzherbert Bridge, cross the stopbank, head over the bridge and follow around Tenant Drive entering Bledisloe Park at the carpark adjacent to Turitea Stream opposite the Fitzherbert Science Centres. The trail follows the Lower Turitea Walkway, a well formed pathway with 3 footbridges over the Turitea Stream. A short side trip can be taken into the Massey Aboretum before climbing up the stepped terrace where good views over the picturesque Massey University Campus are seen. Following further undulating contour, the trail passes through open parkland and play areas, alongside bush streams and open fenced farmland with views over the Massey Sports Institute. At the steps leading down to Old West Road access to the carpark is reached crossing under the highway at the Turitea Stream bridge.  Old West Rd to Greens Rd 7km From the carpark on Old West Rd follow the Upper Turitea Walkway a short distance then turn south into Turitea Rd. Follow the road and turn right into Ngahere Rd. After crossing the bridge over Turitea stream turn left through the gate and follow along the Turitea Green Corridor. This requires three crossings of the Turitea Stream, normally only ankle depth. The trail returns to Turitea Rd passing the entrance to the Turitea Dams (Palmerston North water reservoir, closed to the public), and rises gradually through native bush to the closed road which comes out at the end of Greens Rd Greens Rd to Back Track 9km Following Greens Rd through open farmland, the track drops to the Kakuterawa Road junction, then heads up the Kahuterawa Rd past the “Lions Reserve” picnic area following the Kahuterawa Stream. Near the end is the car park which serves as the hub for the Kahuterawa Recreation Area. From here it is a short walk to Black Bridge, where the Sledge Track and Back Track both start.  Back Track to Burttons Track 6km Cross Black Bridge and follow Back Track, a former road which was closed in the 1960s. It is a steady climb up mainly through native bush but with some open farmland allowing good views over the Manawatu and some pine forest near the top. Small streams are crossed and altitude rise is 200m before reaching the end of Scotts Rd. The final 2km along Scotts Rd leads to the entry to Gordon Kear Forest and the start of Burttons Track beside the picturesque Kahuterawa stream.  Amenities (Start) Toilets Toilets at Fitzherbert Bridge / Accommodation In Palmerston North / Amenities (On Route) No amenities / Toilets There are toilets at start of Back Track / Amenities (End) Picnic area No specified area. Toilets None / Accommodation Nearest town Palmerston North
--------------------Burttons Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Scotts Road  Southern End Mangahao Road   Distance 17 kms  Time 6 hours going south, 7 hours going north  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description (North to South) The track can be walked from either road end. Walking south from Scotts Road is easiest for the steepest gradient is then downhill. The following track description applies to the walk when undertaken from north to south. From Palmerston North the track can be accessed from Scotts Road leading off Tennant Drive (SH57) 15 km south after crossing the Manawatu River at Palmerston North. Scotts Road is narrow and winds uphill to where the track starts at the entrance to Gordon Kear Forest. There is a carpark on Scotts Road. Vehicles may not be parked on the forest road where there is a locked gate at the track. Any vehicles parked on the forest road risk being towed away or damaged. A stile crosses the fence and an information sign is located just before the bridge over the Kahuterawa Stream. DOC Boundary 1.5 hours Tokomaru River 3 hours Burtton’s Whare site 3.5 hours Mangahao Rd Carpark 6 hours The walk commences following the metalled forestry road alongside the Kahuterawa Stream with a mix of mature Pinus radiata and other conifer species alongside the road. It soon leaves the stream and on an easy gradient passes through mature pine forest. After approximately 40 minutes there is an open clearing where the forest roads fork. The trail is clearly marked taking the right road and passing remains of former farm buildings and yards. Several old bridges in the vicinity cross streams but are marked as closed to the public. Continuing through mature forest, the ground vegetation includes regrowth fern and a variety of inedible fungi. An hour from the start, a second locked gate is passed, the track then climbs steadily and the plantation forest gradually changes to regrowth native bush. Following along the forest park boundary, views of Kaihinau, the Tokomaru Gorge and the Manawatu Plain are visible to the West. The gradient increases until the signpost and stile marking entry into Tararua Forest Park are reached. The track then descends from 500 metres a.s.l. down to No 1 Stream at 200 metres above sea level taking about an hour and is clearly marked with DOC orange triangles. Most of the year the creek is low and easily crossed but as with all back country rivers and streams, can be hazardous and requires care during periods of rain and high water. At times the rocks can be slippery. The track crosses the No 1 stream, sidles downstream a short distance and then begins to follow up the Tokomaru River. Remains of an old campsite with rusting iron are passed. After descending to the river and crossing No 2 creek, the track crosses the Tokomaru River, clearly marked with large orange triangles. The river is normally between ankle and knee depth but must be crossed with care. The track continues on the true left bank of the Tokomaru River for 15-20 minutes. The trail here is on private land. Firearms are not permitted and dogs must remain on a leash. This area is marked with orange poles through open clearings and on a fine day provides spectacular views of the virgin native bush on the eastern side. The Tokomaru River is crossed for a second time and re enters the forest park and the start of the original Burtton’s Track. Five minutes further on the former Burtton’s Whare site is reached. Considered as midway when going south it is an ideal site for a lunch break and to absorb something of the history, well described in Ian Argyles book Burtton’s Track. The site of the former swingbridge that crossed to his farm on the western side of the river, that collapsed leading to the death of Jim Burtton in 1941 can be seen. From here the track is the historical trail built by Jim Burtton almost 100 years ago. Mostly benched and of good width through regrowth bush it follows up the Tokomaru River passing some attractive open clearings. Remains of old bridges and other structures can be seen along the way. After another 1½ hours a further stile is crossed as the track passes out of Tararua Forest Park and a cairn commemorating the opening of the trail by the Prime Minister in February 2006 can be seen. The final hour of walk, 3.2 km is along the former Tokomaru Valley Road, now closed to unauthorized traffic but is sometime used by registered 4WD vehicles. The trail ends at the carpark just off the Mangahao Road 7.7kms from the Mangahao Power Station, where walkers can have pre-arranged private transport or a local operator take them past the Mangahao Power Station and the National White Water Slalom Course at Mangaore, 3 km East of Shannon and back to S.H.57. For walkers going from south to north, an extra 1½ hours is recommended due to the uphill climb from the Tokomaru River in the latter part of the walk. Potential Hazards Vehicles on road or track When logging wtach for trucks on forest road in Gordon Kear Forest and at southern end.  Forestry operations  River crossings   Amenities (Start) No amenities  Picnic area There is no specified picnic area. Accommodation Available in Palmerston North.  Amenities (On Route) No amenities  Amenities (End) No amenities  Carpark There is car parking on Tokomaru Valley Road off Mangahao Road  Closest Town(s) Palmerston North 

--------------------Mangahao Makahika Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Distance 15 km  Time 6-7 hours going south, 7-8 hours going north  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description (North to South) The Mangahao-Makahika Track connects Burtton’s Track which lies between Palmerston North and Shannon with the Arapaepae Lookout Trail near Levin.  Getting there: Starting from Shannon follow Mangahao Road past Mangaore Village, the National White Water Kayak Course and the Mangahao Power Station. From here the road is a narrow and winding climb for 6 km to the saddle and a 1km descent to the Tokomaru Valley Road junction on left which leads to the start of Burtton’s Track, part of the Te Araroa Trail leading to Palmerston North. From the junction, it is a further 2.4 km drive along the Mangahao Road passing the Arapeti (Tokomaru #3) dam. 400m past the sign designating the entry into the Tararua Forest Park is a small parking area from where the walking track begins. If starting from Levin at end of Queen Street East follow around Gladstone Road for about 8 km passing the Levin water treatment works and the Gladstone Road Reserve. On the right is Poads Road crossing the Ohau River. Continuing up Gladstone Road and 300m past the Makahika Outdoor Centre on left is the eastern entrance to the Arapaepae Lookout Trail that Te Araroa returns to Levin. It is a further 1.9 km along Gladstone Road Poulton Drive junction to the car park and start of the Mangahao- Makahika Track. For details of Burtton’s Track and The Arapeapae Lookout Trail see separate brochures available by downloading from the website. teararoa.org.nz Track Description The track can be walked from either direction but is easiest from the Mangahao Road end as the steepest and longest gradient is then downhill. The following track description applies to the walk when undertaken from north to south. From the parking area, the track enters the bush and climbs to a low spur where an orientation sign is located indicating approximate walking times. Blackwood Stream 1 hour Horowhenua Lookout 3 - 4 hours Makahika Tramline 5 - 6 hours Gladstone Road 6 - 7 hours The track continues in a southerly direction for 2.5km passing some fine examples of large Rimu trees that escaped the bushman’s axe, before descending and crossing three tributaries of Blackwood Stream. The stream so named after the magnificent Black Beech in the vicinity. This is the last drinking water until reaching the Makahika Stream. The track continues south with an easy and a gradual gain in elevation before veering to the west passing an area of re-generating Manuka on land that was once farmed before turning south and following the Makahika Ridge. Passing spot 657, the highest point on the trail there are several openings to the west that give an outlook down to the Mangaore Stream along with views of Kapiti and on a good day the South Island is visible. The Horowhenua Lookout, a small cleared area with seating, is reached after three to four hours walking from the road end and gives a grand vista of Shannon, Horowhenua and the Manawatu. The track soon drops off with a steady descent of 350 metres passing Kapiti Viewpoint Archey’s Lookout) where Kapiti Island, the South Island, the Makahika Valley and Gladstone Road are seen again before reaching the terminus of the Makahika tramline formation. It was near this point that the Bartholomew Timber Company ended native logging in this area of the Tararuas in early part of the 20 century. From here, the trail follows the former tramline route with benched track and cuttings clearly visible in many places. Several crossings of the Makahika stream are encountered and about 30 minutes after meeting the tramline, open clearings appear amidst the native bush. It was here on 23 February 2008, the Prime Minister, the Right Hon. Helen Clark unveiled a plaque commemorating the opening of the track. These clearings become more frequent until the park boundary is reached where a further orientation sign is located. Across the river is the former sawmill site. For the last half hour, the track follows a poled route along an unfenced right of way through private land and crossing the Makahika Stream before reaching the stile at the Poulton Drive parking area. For walkers going from south to north, an extra hour added to the walking time is recommended due to the steeper uphill section between the Makahika Tramline and the Horowhenua Lookout.

--------------------The Arapaepae Lookout Track (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Gladstone Road, Levin  Southern End Queen Street East, Levin  Distance 7.3km  Time 2.5 hours  Tramping Standard Route  Description (North to South) This section of Te Araroa crosses east west over Arapaepae and connects the Mangahao Makahika Track leading north toward Shannon with Levin.  Getting there. Coming from the Makahika Track exit, the trail starts at a locked gate 1.3 km down Gladstone Rd and 300m before the Makahika Outdoor Centre. From Levin, follow Queen St East toward the hill and turn left into Denton Rd. It is 100m to the car park and a further 50 metres to the start of the track Track Description The track is 7.3 km with an elevation gain of 250metres and can be walked from either direction. Easy walking time considered as 2 hours 30 minutes either way or 5 hours return. Being close to Levin, the area is frequently used by local walkers, joggers and mountain bikers. From the Denton Rd parking area, a sign located inside the locked gate shows the trail route through the Matariki Forest and estimated times. Arapaepae Lookout 3.5 km 1 ¼ hours  Spencer Junction 4.7 km 1 ¾ hours  Gladstone Rd 7.3 km 2 ½ hours The trail ascends on a steady gradient through the pine forest until it reaches a junction on the ridgeline (2.3km) where it turns left and follows the ridge north. Adjacent to the forestry road are mountain bike trails with numerous jumps. For safety reasons, walkers are requested to stay off these tracks. Walking north through the cleared areas, there are views east to the Tararua Ranges and west over Levin and the Horowhenua with the best view of all being from a large cleared area “The Arapaepae Lookout” which is 80m from the Ridge Rd junction. From here Kapiti Island is easily visible and on clear days the South Island, Mt Taranaki and Ruapehu can also be seen.  Following Ridge Rd for a further 1.2 km to Spencer Junction, there are good views into the Ohau and Makahika Valleys. The trail then descends and passes through an area of native bush, designated the Bentons Bush Covenant and managed by the Department of Conservation. Nearing the bottom the trail passes an old rock quarry site and crosses the bridged Makahika Stream before reaching the locked gate onto Gladstone Rd. Walkers starting from the Gladstone Rd end should allow an extra half hour for the climb to Spencer Junction and a similar time saving on descent from Arapaepae Lookout to Denton Rd. Extra Info Topo Map Series 260 S25 Levin
Wellington

-------------------- Waikanae - Paekakariki (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Northern Start Waikanae River Bridge SH1  Southern End Paekakariki Township   Distance 22 km  Time 6-7 hours   Tramping Standard Easy tramping track  Description (North to South) An easy day’s walking after the rigours of Tararua tramping! The trail is virtually level walking for the whole 22kms, taking in some of the Kapiti District’s icons – the Waikanae River, estuary and scientific reserve, Kapiti Island in full view from the beach, Queen Elizabeth Park, and the distinctive cafes and local art outlets in Paraparaumu, Raumati and Paekakariki. 1 Waikanae River 4.5 km 1¼ hrs  2 Otaihanga, estuary & scientific reserve 2.5 km ½ h r 3 Paraparaumu Nth Beach to Raumati South 8.5 km 3 hrs  4 Queen Elizabeth Park, Coastal Track 3.5 km 1½ hr  5 Paekakariki 3 km 1¼ hrs   From SHI at the Waikanae Bridge take the track on the true right bank (north side) to the Otaihanga footbridge. Extensive native plant restoration is underway on this section and there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy the river  Accommodation: Five minutes before the bridge is the entrance to El Rancho Holiday Park, which has accommodation and camping sites. Section 2: Otaihanga, Lagoons, Estuary & Scientific Reserve - 2.5km - ½ hr Cross the footbridge to Otaihanga Domain and continue along the bank of the river on the south side for five minutes. Join the footpath of Makora Rd, passing the Boating Club and half a dozen houses before turning west to follow the Coastal Cycle Route to Kotuku Lakes subdivision. Here you can follow the curved Kotuku Drive footpath to Ngarara Lake or weave through walkways across a small lake, up to the Sand Hill Lookout and through the grassed reserve to Ngarara Lake. Cross at the southern head of the lake to Takahe Drive and the track to the estuary. Don’t be tempted to try a short cut to the beach through the estuary as its impassable at high tide and has dangerous quick sand areas at low tide. After 10 minutes, the track reaches Manly Street. Turn right and follow the grassed verge beside the estuary for half a kilometre, taking the boardwalk track to Paraparaumu North Beach. You’ll see the large yellow triangles marking the Marine Reserve. Section 3: Paraparaumu Beach to Raumati South - 8.5kms - 3 hrs Turn left (south) and head along the beach to Paekakariki (see photo above left), pausing at the various villages along the way as you wish. The timing allows for a lunch break, coffee and an ice cream. Here you get your first full views of Kapiti Island (see photo above right), a nature reserve steeped in Maori history. Walking along the beach is safe and accessible right to Queen Elizabeth Park except in extreme high tides. All streams are bridged. Section 4: Queen Elizabeth Park - 3.5kms - 1½ hrs The route now follows QE Park’s undulating coastal track (see photo right). You get superb views of the foothills as well as Kapiti Island and the coast. At the halfway point, where the trams and Whareroa Rd come down to the picnic areas from MacKays Crossing, follow the sealed road inland for 100 metres. Turn right (south), still on sealed road, for another 100 metres or so before rejoining the unsealed track. Accommodation: At the south end of QE Park is Paekakariki Holiday Park, which has cabins and tent sites. Section 5: Paekakariki - 3kms - 1 hr On leaving QE Park continue south along The Parade or the sea wall for 2kms, then turn left in to the village on Beach Road. You’ll see the railway station just past the cafes and shops, but if you have the time its worth completing the last kilometre of the full walk. To complete this final section, turn south up Ames Street to the Reserve, and the short bush track that exits at a safe parking area off SH1 by the Fishermans Table Restaurant.  Extra Info Access: The track starts and finishes on SHI so care needs to be taken if being dropped off by car, but there are suitable parking areas at both ends. Waikanae and Paekakariki Railway Stations are both close to the route although trains to Waikanae are very infrequent. Bus transport to Waikanae is available from Paraparaumu. Accommodation: Motel and Bed and Breakfast facilities are available throughout the district. Holiday Parks on Waikanae River and in Paekakariki. Mobile phones: Good coverage in all sections  From SH1 Waikanae Bridge take track down river on true right bank (north). Left at first fork following Te Araroa signs.Follow main path down stream. Left on merging sealed path continuing down river. Passover style noting "Private Property". Cross end vehicle access road and on down river. Cross Otaihanga foot bridge (NB the 2nd  bridge) Exit bridge in Otaihanga Domain. Sharp right past toilets along river. Follow true left bank (south side). Take foot path on Makora Rd (NB signs for Kapiti Coast Cycle Way) Continue along cycle way following Te Araraoa signs on bollards. Veer right at built up area-cul de sac. Right at Petrel Close. Walk along grass verge. Note Next section has bypass owing to new development. BYPASS Follow Makora Road to Manly Street  Right into Manly Street and follow Te Araraoa signs along grass verge.Enter Waikanae Estuary Scientific Reserve  just behind houses This Section is not currently accessible. Veer right on walking/cycle route through to built up area.Keep on right hand side of footpath, then beside Ngarara Lake to its southern end.Turn right through to Takahe Drive, cross this and on to Estuary Track. Exit track right, on to Manly Street.Follow Grass verge 5 mins. To Continue:  Veer right to enter Waikanae Estuary Scientific Reserve. Follow boardwalks over swamp, sand dunes and on to beach. At beach turn left by yellow Marine triangles.Weather & tide permitting keep on beach heading south for 8kms (or use the road). Opptional exit at Paraparaumu township (1/2hr) Or Raumati Village (another 1/2hr) veering left off beach at swimming pool cafe. Cross foot bridge and exit left then right to shops Or continue along beach to end of retainer wall. Pathway leads from retainer wall left into Queen Elizabeth Park. Follow undulating "Coastal "Track 3.5kms marked with aqua bollards and Te Araroa signs. Near end of park veer right on white foot bridge towards beach and follow path along to The Parade. Follow The Parade for approx 2 kms until road veers left and becomes Beach Road to Paekakariki Village and Station. Or continue: Right into Ames Street continuing south. Enter Paekakariki Domain and sand dune walkway to Fisherman's Table Restaurant. From there walk south along SH1 footpath on seaside to Pukerua Bay. Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide Will need to walk along road in certain conditions  Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities In Waikanae tow Amenities (On Route) Full range of amenities Paraparaumu & Paekakariki towns Toilets Otaihanga Domain & Queen Elizabeth Park  Serviced Campsite Paekakariki in Queen Elizabeth Park  Amenities (End) Full range of amenities Queen Elizabeth Holiday Park & Paekakariki Township  Closest Town(s) Waikanae, Paraparumu & Paekakariki 

 -------------------Pukerua Bay – Porirua (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Distance 13.5 km Time 3 hours 40 mins Tramping Standard Easy tramping track  Description(North to South) PukeruaBay - Plimmerton 2hr Plimmerton - Paremata Bridge 40min Paremata Bridge - Porirua 1hr   Pukerua Bay to Plimmerton From Muri Station exit platform left. Follow marked path to SH1. Left along SH1 to pedestrian overbridge. Exit Pukerua Bay pedestrian overbridge left. Follow SH1 towards shops (south). Cross Teihana Rd & join Araharakeke -The Flax Pathway. At Whenua Tapu Cemetery leave Araharakeke and right into  Airlie Road. Follow Airlie Road, crossing historical rail bridge to Taua Tapu-The Track on left.Follow marked trail to exit at road namely The Track. Follow down road to Reserve Track on right (300 steps).Exit at Cluny Road and out to seaside. Left into Moana Road and follow coastal road to Plimmerton Township (Steyne Avenue).Exit Plimmerton from south end Steyne Avenue.Just before railway lines rejoin Araharakeke Pathway.Follow marked path (red & white posts) to Mana/Paremata Bridge. Exit walkway across car park on to road bridge.Cross road bridge to second pink pedestrian rail verbridge. Exit overbridge to right along Paremata Crescent, becoming Papakowahi Road.Along Papakowhai Road to Aotea Lagoon across road on right (pleasant stopping place). Exit Aotea lagoon at main entrance (south).Cross Whitford Brown Road at pedestrian crossing and turn left. Right into Okowai Road. Right into Gear Homestead (nice stopping place). Exit Gear Homestead grounds at south end (exit) and right onto Aotea subdivision track to SH1. Left into SH1 walkway. Right on to The Ramp (road Bridge to Porirua City) Left imediately over bridge into Bullock Lane beside estuary. Follow Bullock lane to Porirua Rail Station.To Porirua City: Cross Lyttelton Avenue at pedestrian crossing and turn right.Left immediately past New World Supermarket Carpark building. Follow pathway into covered mall of city centre and Information Site.Potential Hazards Vehicles on road or track Rail service vehicles /cycles Plimmerton -Paremata Farming operations Shut gates along tops Tides, waves & rivers - safer at low tide Can walk beach at Plimmerton Amenities (Start) Car park At Pukerua Bay Rail Station / Shop A few hundred metres up(south) roadAmenities (On Route) Picnic area Aotea Lagoon & Gear Homestead Toilets Whenua Tapu Cemetery,Plimmerton & Aotea Lagoon Shop Plimmerton Accommodation Bed & Breakfast  Amenities (End) Full range of amenities
--------------------Porirua - Wellington section (Te Araroa Route) OPEN  Distance 24  Time 8-9 hours  Tramping Standard Tramping track  Description (North to South) Few capital cities offer walks with such spectacular views as the section of the Te Araroa walkway from Porirua to the top of the Cable Car in Wellington’s Botanical Gardens. On a clear day, the views stretch up to Mt Taranaki in the north, across to the South Island’s Kaikoura Ranges and Marlborough Sounds, and embrace the city’s attractive harbour and hillside suburbs. The easy accessibility of the start and end points for the 24km walk, and the many exit points along the way for those unable to complete the full distance, add to its appeal. However, it does take over 8 hours, including stops, so a high level of fitness is recommended to do it all in one day.  Times: Porirua- Ohariu Valley Cross Roads  9kms -2 1/2 Hrs Ohariu Valley Cross Roads -Mt Kaukau 4kms - 1 1/2 hrs Mt Kaukau -Trelissick Park 4kms 1 1/4 hrs Trelissick Park-Tinakori Road 4kms 1 1/2 hrs Tinakori Road-Cable Car 1km 25 mins Getting There From Porirua Rail Station exit via Station Road.Cross Lyttelton Street at pedestrian crossing and turn right.On Northern edge of New World Supermarket car park turn left onto pathway.Follow path to under cover city centre & Information Centre. From Information Centre cross the carpark.Cross pedestrian crossing on Hagley Street and turn left. Cross Titahi Bay Road at lights/crossing.Cross Hagley Street again towards south.Join Raiha walkway from grass verge.Follow signed route along grass beside Te Wananga drive way.Continue along walkway through to Raiha Street.Exit to right. Walk 2-300 metre to Colonial Knob Walkway Car park on left (Past Elsdon Camp).Follow marked track up Colonial Knob.Follow Markers down other side (white poles with yellow circles) to edge of Spicer Forest.Cross style following fenceline on edge of forest.Sharp left 1/2 way down into forest and steep zigzag.Exit forest into clearing, around edge of fence & follow markers.Along vehicle track with wide grass verge.Sharp right where marked track re-enters forest.Steep marked route through trees.Exit left into Ohariu Valley  Road.Walk along road (approx 5kms) to crossroads.Straight through crossroads to Rifle Range Road- to end.Enter Old Coach Road. Optional exit into Johnsonville at Truscott Ave.Or continue along marked track towards television  antennae mast on Mt Kaukau.Optional exit down to Woodmancoate Road, Khandallah.Or continue south  beyond lookout platform on Skyline walkway.Exit at Awarua Street, Ngaio.Follow road down. Right into Cummings Park.Exit right on Ottawa Road.Continue past  round-about and cross at pedestrain crossing.Walk south along east side of road. Left into Trelissick Park off Wakowhai Road.Follow Northern Walkway signs.Through Wightwicks field, across Koromiko Stream.Up hill to clearing. Right into Bush (Northern Walkway).Exit right into Hanover Street.Up hill to Wadestown Road & turn left.Cross the road before the shops to steps leading to Weld treet.  Up Weld Street, crossing Margaret & Wade Streets.Near top of hill, left into Tinakori Hill Section of Northern Walkway.Follow Northern Walkway.Exit into St Mary's Street.At this point leave the Northern Walkway and turn right into Tinakori Road.Cross road at Founders Entrance to Botanic Gardens on pedestrian crossing.Enter Botanic Gardens and follow markers along sealed path via Fragrant garden, Tree House Visitors centre, Wakefield Way, ucculent Garden and Myrtle Way to cable car to Wellington City CentreGoing Further To walk all the way through to the south coast, you can join the City to Sea Walkway in the Botanical Gardens, ending at Island Bay. Map Reference: Topographical Map = NZMS260 R27, Pt.Q27. No camping Amenities (Start) Full range of amenities Porirua City Amenities (On Route) No amenities Except in Suburbs Toilets At Ohariu Cafe (open only Friday-Sunday) Amenities (End) Full range of amenities Wellington City & Suburbs if exit along the way
